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Why: 
This brochure is being made available to Arkansans so that those
interested in Arkansas’ Republican party may stay informed and active.   

What: 
This publication includes the 2024 Republican Party of Arkansas (RPA)
Platform, Rules, and Resolution, specifically identifying those changes
passed during its 2024 RPA Convention.  The amendments made to the
Party’s foundational documents may easily be identified (in this
publication) as those in red font—with additions being underlined, and
deleted language identified with a strikethrough. 

Where: 
On Saturday, June 8, 2024, in Rogers, Arkansas, the RPA held its biennial
state convention. This convention is required under the laws of this state.    

How:  
Pursuant to Article I, Sec 1(B), the Convention is the final authority for all
party matters. Therefore, changes made at a Convention regarding the
state Party Platform and RPA Rules along with a passage of a Resolution
defining eligibility for service on the Rules Committee, should be made
known to all Republicans across the state regarding its current party
structure as well as its primary elections.  

Preface
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Why is Conduit for Action, Inc. (CFA) making available to you the Platform and Rules
for the Republican Party of Arkansas (RPA)? 
Like the RPA, the mission of CFA is ... 
“To promote policies which support freedom and free enterprise which create a better
life for all Arkansans.” 

CFA operates on the basic beliefs that the principles and ideas of the American
Founding are worth conserving and renewing.  

What does CFA have in common with the RPA Platform? 
At the end of the day, government does not produce or make money. The money
government uses to operate and grow are your tax dollars that come from your
personal hard work. 

We actively teach that shrinking government by lowering taxes will grow individual
freedom. When government has less control and power by virtue of having less of
your money, the people have more freedom.  

These two things are always inversely proportional. As one grows, the other shrinks.
When government grows, individual freedoms shrink. When government shrinks,
individual freedom grows. 

Ultimately, all individual freedoms are directly impacted by one’s own economic
freedom. An individual’s economic freedom is secured by limiting and reducing the size
and scope of government. 

It is the belief of CFA that many of the principles in this RPA platform reflect the party’s
goal to retain economic freedom for its citizens. We hope you will read and use this
publication to promote economic freedom in Arkansas and return Arkansas to the land
of opportunity. 

Sincerely, 

Founders of Conduit for Action, Inc. 
Published August 12, 2024 

Preface, continued...
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REPUBLICAN PARTY OF ARKANSAS PLATFORM 2024 

OUR PRINCIPLES 

• The power of faith in God Almighty and one’s right to personal
prayer and collective worship

• The sanctity of life
• Medical freedom
• Individual responsibility and initiative
• Individual freedom and liberty secured by a limited government
• Private property
• Freedom of contract
• Lower taxes to produce economic growth
• Strong national defense
• The personal right to own and bear arms
• The equal and just enforcement of the law
• Separate and independent branches of government

Preamble 

We, the Republican Party of Arkansas, believe the United States Constitution is the 
fundamental framework for our federal government and is a literal document that is as 
relevant today as it was when our nation’s Founders adopted it. We support its precepts and, 
as patriots, vow to defend the rights of our fellow Arkansans guaranteed by the Bill of Rights 
generally, and the Ninth and Tenth Amendments specifically. 

We believe our platform affirms the greatness and exceptional nature of our country, the 
importance of our Great State as an equal member of a Union built upon a foundation of great 
dreams and grand realities, and the spirit of a people who live by the simplest and most 
poignant mission statement of all: Regnat Populus, the People Rule. 

We believe in the power of faith in God Almighty and reaffirm that God is the source of our 
rights, and they are protected by imperfect individuals who rely on their God-given gifts to 
serve their neighbors. 

We believe that the self-evident truths at our nation’s founding are still self-evident today. 
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We are created equally with Individual freedoms and liberties that, through our own exercise 
of individual responsibility and initiative, can result in great outcomes independent of 
government. 

As we are endowed with these abilities by God Almighty at our creation, we assert the sanctity 
of human life and affirm that unborn children have a right to live that cannot be infringed. 

We affirm that the individual is endowed by his or her creator with the inalienable right to 

bodily autonomy (short of ending the life of an unborn child).  This right has recently been 

termed “medical freedom.” 

We believe that economic freedom is extremely important to total freedom and a necessary 

condition for political freedom.  Centralized control of economic activity is always accompanied 

by political repression.  Private property and freedom of contract are vital to economic 

freedom. 

Without the personal right to own private property, individual rights are diminished. We are 
against Socialism, Communism, and Marxism and the inevitable decline and poverty each has 
caused in the world. Individual initiative and choice, rather than governmental control, is the 
key to the success of a free market.    

People of full age and competent understanding should have the utmost liberty of contracting; 

and their contracts, when entered into freely and voluntarily, should be held sacred and be 

enforced by courts of justice.  Good public policy should not lightly interfere with this freedom 

of contract. 

We recognize the importance of lower taxes to preserve economic freedom, spur economic 
growth, and to ensure that individuals reap more of the benefits of their hard work.    

We strongly believe in the equal and just enforcement of the law, especially as it pertains to an 
overreaching government threatening private lands, businesses, and inherent freedoms 

Our self-evident rights must always continue to be secured at the individual, state, national, 
and international levels. 

We believe in a strong national defense and honor those men and women who, for the long 
history of our country, have stood sentry on our behalf and, in some cases, given us their last 
full measure of devotion. 

We also believe in securing our national borders to protect our homeland while still welcoming 
legal immigrants and visitors. 
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Without the right to own and bear arms to serve as an individual’s hedge against government 
overreach and as a means for self-defense in our home, on our property, and of our person, 
none of our rights and freedoms can be guaranteed. 

Our republican form of limited government requires three separate and independent 
branches (Legislative, Executive, Judicial) as spelled out in both our federal and state 
constitutions in order to facilitate a robust system of checks and balances so that no one branch 
of government—whether located in Washington, D.C., or Little Rock—should wield more 
authority than the other two. 

We therefore submit this platform to the people of Arkansas and to its elected representatives 
to serve as a roadmap to our state’s continued prosperity and as an invitation to hardworking 
Arkansans to join us on our continuing journey to realize a positive conservative vision of a 
strong and modern Arkansas. 

May God continue to pour out His blessings on the Great State of Arkansas and forever shed 
His grace on the United States of America. 

Economic Prosperity and Job Growth 

The State of Arkansas is the Land of Opportunity. The abundant resources of our Natural State 
are blessings equaled only by the hardworking people who call her home. 

Our state is home to global leaders of their industries which began as small businesses. Today, 
other entrepreneurs are using their God-given talents to build futures for their families as well 
as their neighbors whom they will employ. 

However, despite our history of business successes, past natural catastrophes and pandemics 
have harmed hardworking Arkansans and the small businesses who employ them. 

We salute the Arkansas-based businesses and entrepreneurs who make innovative changes to 
their work focus in order to protect their fellow Arkansans during emergencies and to weather 
the economic downturn inflicted upon them through no fault of their own. 

As Republicans, we believe it is our responsibility to empower our citizens to repair, renew, and 
restore—in an expeditious and safe manner— our dynamic economy rooted in free enterprise, 
economic freedom, and personal liberty. 
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Our primary belief for a strong economy for our state is this: 

PEOPLE CREATE BUSINESSES; BUSINESSES CREATE JOBS; GOVERNMENT DOES NOT! 

Arkansas’s small businesses are the drivers of our economy. All levels of government must do 
all they can to understand and meet the needs of small businesses during our recovery. 

We adamantly believe a strong and dynamic economy should span the width and breadth of 
our state. 

In order to continue moving forward in our economic growth, businesses in Arkansas need to 
operate freely from overly burdensome regulation and over-taxation. 

We support government development of programs that facilitate the creation of new business 
and encourage growth in economically distressed areas. 

Our state’s response to the global pandemic illustrates our strong belief in being individually 
responsible for his/her place in society and our compassion by helping our neighbors obtain 
and secure the rewards of hard work to provide for themselves, their families and those unable 
to care for themselves.  

We strongly support the use of economic development investments to help establish domestic 
businesses in Arkansas so that our citizens do not have to rely on sources beyond our borders 
that affect our security or our independence.  

As part of our responsibility to strengthen our state’s economic footing and to overcome 
circumstances where an individual may not earn a living wage, we continue to support 
programs and incentives that enable people to seek employment with the goal of becoming 
self-sufficient. 

Our responsibility for economic growth requires us to promote Arkansas, its products, and its 
produce in the national and global marketplaces. 

While we favor free and fair trade, we oppose sacrificing Arkansas-based jobs to other 
countries in the pursuit of trade agreements, and we similarly oppose trade policies or 
agreements that encumber the ability of Arkansans to export their products. 

Our farmers are excellent stewards of their land, and they provide the world with safe and 
wholesome food and natural resources. We support Arkansans’ rights to use their land in the 
way they see fit, including the use of diverse production methods and technologies free from 
burdensome federal regulations. 
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Our state’s farm production holds a preeminent place on the world stage, and we support 
efforts to open new international markets to our products. Additionally, we support policies 
that will increase the ability of our farmers and producers to sell directly to our citizens. 

We support recycling to reduce waste, energy conservation, and the use of cost-effective 
renewable energy. We believe economic prosperity can be advanced through market-based 
initiatives that maintain air and water quality, conserve our world-renowned wetlands and 
natural beauty, and clean and redevelop waste sites without additional overreaching 
intervention from government or international agreements. 

We further believe our nation should continue to move away from dependence on foreign 
sources of energy by utilizing domestic resources—especially those located within our state’s 
borders—while protecting our environment. We also support efforts that would allow energy 
resources developed in Arkansas to be further utilized domestically and exported globally. 

While our state has many blessings for which to be thankful, our most valuable economic 
resource is the hardworking people that epitomize the Land of Opportunity. 

Recognizing the importance of all Arkansans possessing the opportunity to be able to put a roof 
over our heads, clothes on our backs, and food on our tables, Arkansas Republicans strongly 
believe in our right to work in any job free from compulsory group membership with associated 
mandatory or suggested fees. 

We support Arkansas workers in their right to collectively bargain if they so choose.   
Furthermore, we believe every Arkansas worker has the right to be fully informed by both sides 
in any organizing effort. We strongly believe a worker’s right to a secure ballot to be 
guaranteed. 

Education Reform 

We acknowledge our dependence upon God Almighty and ask His blessings upon our students 
and their parents, our teachers, and this nation. 

We believe, it is the right and responsibility of Arkansas parents to direct their child’s education, 
without intrusive federal or state government overreach. 

We strongly salute the efforts of educators across the state and the necessary role they play in 
the education of our children. 

We believe that our students and school district employees have the First Amendment right to 
practice their faith on public campuses. Likewise, we support their right to pray during 
functions and their ability to form faith-based organizations while enrolled in public schools. 
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Arkansas’s children deserve a world-class education, developed by parents, educators, and 
leaders accountable to our citizens, regardless of their ZIP code. The education of Arkansas 
children goes hand-in-hand with our desire to grow the state economically and will help 
Arkansas to become a greater player on the global stage. This requires openness to every type 
of educational system available: homeschooling, distance learning, public school, private 
school, charter school, and vocational or technical school. 

Every tool should be given equal consideration and be utilized in a manner that puts the 
student’s needs above all “to secure to the people the advantages and opportunities of 
education.” 

Every opportunity for every family to enroll each child in the school of his/her choice should be 
secured by government and offered to Arkansas families. We also believe the student’s 
educational tax dollars should follow the student to his/her choice of educational procurement. 
Parents must have the ability to make informed choices regarding the education of their 
children and should not be restricted by lines on a map or the cost of tuition. This establishes a 
more student focused education system and incentivizes advantages and opportunities. 

We believe all students should have access to courses in the arts, civics, and United States 
history - including our founding documents, critical thinking skills, financial literacy, life skills, 
vocational or technical training, and computer science. 

We support continued emphasis on investment in computer coding and rural broadband in 
order that Arkansas can remain at the forefront of the learn-to-code movement and make our 
state a national leader in computer science and STEM education. 

We support parents’ or legal guardians’ right of prior notification and consent before any type 
of screening begins and before access to their child’s educational and medical records or 
assessments are released. 

Additionally, as healthy minds reside in healthy bodies, we support increased opportunities for 
physical exercise—from personal fitness to interscholastic athletics—in every grade level. 

The physical security of students, staff, and school buildings should never be in doubt. Their 
safety is our highest priority; therefore, discipline must be enforced in our schools. 

Government Reform 

Reform of government begins with the election of trustworthy and qualified Arkansas 
Republicans to office at every level of government. This will ensure responsible and effective 
management of our state’s fiscal and natural resources and honor hardworking taxpayers. 
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Honest elections are the foundation of our republican form of limited government, and we 
strongly applaud every effort Arkansas Republicans have previously taken to ensure our ballots 
are protected and that access is guaranteed for all authorized voters, including the elderly, 
military members, and young voters. 

EVERY TIME THAT A FRAUDULENT VOTE IS CAST, IT EFFECTIVELY 
CANCELS OUT THE VOTE OF A LEGITIMATE VOTER! 

As Republicans, we believe providing photo identification to vote protects the sanctity and 
security of the ballot box, and we support requiring proof of citizenship at the time of voter 
registration. We also strongly encourage all members of our party to participate in the 
election process through working at polling sites. 

We support the efforts of county election commissioners to protect against voter fraud 

and implement voting methods that ensure accuracy and increase voter 

confidence. We encourage voting methods that rely on human verification and not 

artificial means. 

To this end, we support the use of high security hand marked paper ballots in our 
elections that are counted by individuals from the county in which the ballots were 
cast. We further encourage vote counting that is visually recorded, with both the 
recording and ballots uploaded to a website where any interested party can count 
the votes on the ballots and independently verify the results of the election.  

In order to guarantee that our state’s election laws are followed, we call for their vigorous 
enforcement as well as the aggressive prosecution of violations. 

By the will of Arkansas’s citizens, the Republican Party of Arkansas is the majority party in our 
state and has therefore been given the responsibility to set policies that reflect this will. 

Nonpartisan judicial elections have resulted in election outcomes against the will of the majority 
party in our state and the will of the Arkansas General Assembly representing Arkansas citizens. 
In an effort for full transparency regarding Party affiliation, we support the revision of the 
Arkansas Constitution and Arkansas Code to allow partisan judicial elections. 

In order to ensure the integrity of the preferential primary election process, Arkansas 
Republicans support closed primaries in our state. 

We are opposed to any effort by special interests who would thwart the will of the people and 
steal away the mandate that Republican elected officials set fair and equitable legislative 
district lines in the next apportionment process. 

10



We support the Electoral College process and oppose any effort to alter Arkansas’s role in 
electing the President of the United States. 

We firmly support transparency and openness at every level of government. Those elected, 
appointed, and employed in government work for the taxpayers of this state and must provide 
public information when requested, in line with Arkansas’s Freedom of Information Act.  We 

support the Arkansas Freedom of Information Act as signed on February 14, 1967. 

We support requiring that notice of public meetings be given not only to the press but also 
directly to the people by posting notices on government websites and social media accounts 
and sending them by e-mail to interested parties. 

We support continuing efforts to make clear to local governments that officials are not to 
conduct public business outside the parameters of duly noticed public meetings so that the 
public has the opportunity to see the entire decision-making process and to participate if they 
so choose.  

Likewise, we support requiring electronic filing of fundraising and expenditure reports for state 
level elected officials, candidates for office, and political organizations. We support continued 
government investment in technology to allow efficient filing of reports so that the public may 
quickly and efficiently search and compile this information. 

Arkansas Republicans believe the right of free speech includes the ability of our citizens to 
devote their resources to whatever cause or candidate they support. We are opposed to any 
restrictions that would discourage Arkansans from fully exercising their First Amendment rights 
or limit their commitment to their beliefs. We further oppose any state or federal efforts to 
impair Arkansans’ free speech rights guaranteed in the Constitution and upheld by the Supreme 
Court.  

State government must continue to live within its means, and we applaud the hard work of the 
legislative and executive branches to follow our state’s revenue stabilization law. We strongly 
believe Arkansans are best able to spend the money they earn and deserve to be free from the 
hassle of burdensome taxes and fees. We applaud the ongoing efforts of Arkansas’s Republican 
majority to lower taxes and govern efficiently. 

Arkansas Republicans continue to support the absence of death taxes in our state and strongly 
support the repeal of the federal death tax. We also support the elimination of the state tax on 
capital gains. We applaud income tax cuts made into law by Arkansas Republicans in recent 
years and strongly support the further expansion of income and other tax relief for all of our 
citizens. 

We stand strongly against government entities depositing public funds in any financial 
institutions that use Environmental Social Governance (ESG) or other social engineering criteria 
to discriminate against the free will of individuals or businesses. We vehemently oppose the 
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establishment and utilization of any private or governmental systems that establish the practices 
and practical use of a “social credit score.” 

In order to bolster the ability of Arkansas Republicans to carry out this charge from our citizens, 
we continue to support the rules governing both chambers of our legislature that reflect our 
party’s majorities in both chambers. 

We believe that the Republican nominee for the Senate President Pro Tempore and Speaker of 
the House of Representatives must be selected by the majority of the Republican Caucus of its 
respective chamber and call on each Republican member of the General Assembly to support 
their chamber’s nominee. 

We further support allowing each party’s legislative caucus to determine among themselves 
which of them are to serve on legislative committees, as we believe the best legislators should 
serve on the committee that best suits their talents. 

We believe in strong legislative oversight of state government spending and support continued 
openness and transparency in the spending of appropriated money. Arkansas Republicans 
recognize the importance of such funding for local projects but believe that all those seeking 
state funds for special projects should be subject to examination and oversight of the people’s 
elected representatives through the appropriations process. 

Justice Reform 

We strongly believe that all legal proceedings should be conducted and adjudicated based 
solely on the United States Constitution, the Arkansas Constitution and the statutory and 
case law framework of federal and state law, without reference to or influence by any foreign 
law. 

Both federal and Arkansas law require juveniles and adult offenders be held separately. We 
support age-appropriate juvenile programs that are coupled with crime-appropriate terms of 
confinement. These programs and this confinement must be carried out in a humane manner. 

Arkansas Republicans believe that crime victims must have a voice throughout the criminal 
justice process. We support efforts to incorporate crime victims’ rights into our justice system 
and that they be honored by law enforcement and the judiciary. 

Significant changes to parole and probation systems still need to continue in order to support 
the mission of public safety. We support the ending of furloughs for those who have been 
convicted of and incarcerated for violent crimes. Our prisons should place an emphasis on 
both incarceration for punishment and rehabilitation efforts during that incarceration. We 
support the expansion of private sector efforts and community support for the employment of 
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offenders who have fulfilled their sentences as tools to help with the reintegration of offenders 
into society and to avoid recidivism. 

Capital punishment, when properly applied, is a punishment for a particular crime and a 
deterrent to others and should be used swiftly following an inmate's last appeal. We support 
consideration of alternative methods consistent with constitutional protections in the event 
the state’s current method becomes untenable. 

Substance abuse continues to tear apart our way of life across all socioeconomic levels. We 
support a balanced approach to fighting illegal drug abuse that includes tough law 
enforcement, effective drug education efforts, and the continued expansion of drug treatment 
with accountability and effective drug court programs. We oppose decriminalization of 
dangerous drugs including marijuana. We applaud and support the efforts of government 
leaders to combat the scourge of opioid abuse. 

We believe health care costs can be reduced by tort reform. Medical liability regulations and 
statutes should be revised by limiting the circumstances under which such cases may be 
properly pursued and the extent of damage claims involving pain and suffering. As such, we 
strongly support medical tort liability reform through an amendment to the state constitution. 
We further support the creation of a legal environment for pharmaceutical companies to 
develop new drugs and lower costs to consumers. 

Domestic Security 

As citizens of a nation of immigrants, we recognize the important contributions immigrants 
have made to the economic and cultural strength of the United States. We also believe that, as 
a nation of laws, the integrity of our immigration system is undermined through flagrant 
disregard of our laws by those who illegally enter our country and those who overstay their 
visas. 

We also recognize that workers from other countries will continue to use every means to come 
to the United States as long as there are employers who will hire them. For that reason, we 
support an employer verification system that will require the employer to verify legal status 
prior to hiring or offering employment. 

Arkansas Republicans believe that English is our official language and oppose the publication of 
government forms, including ballots, in any other language. 

We strongly support legal immigration and proudly welcome legal immigrants into our state. 
We encourage those who work hard to fulfill their obligations to community and country, and 
their assimilation into the social fabric of our great state. 
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We support focusing deportation efforts on criminal aliens while granting renewable residency 
status, without any path to citizenship, to those who have established roots in our society, 
meeting criteria such as worthiness, family ties, and payment of a fine. We support a federal 
and state homeland security policy that recognizes our enemies, stops terrorists before they 
attack, and treats terrorism as a martial offense rather than a criminal one. 

We also support a greater partnership by the State of Arkansas and federal authorities in the 
area of immigration enforcement. We encourage the training of the Arkansas State Police and 
local law enforcement agencies to assist in the enforcement of immigration laws. We strongly 
believe that deportation efforts should be focused on those who violate our criminal laws. 

We back the increased statutory level of our armed forces and increased support of our 
veterans with high-quality health care and the full benefits they have earned for themselves 
and their families through their service and sacrifice to our country. 

We continue to believe that Islamic extremism is as menacing as any enemy this country has 
ever faced. We support the efforts by our armed forces against all terrorists and the nations 
which enable and support them. Arkansas Republicans strongly support consistent and 
unequivocal acknowledgment from our leaders that a terrorist attack on American soil is “a 
terrorist attack.” 

We strongly support law enforcement officers, firefighters, medical professionals, and other 
emergency personnel who are on the front line here at home to protect, rescue, and assist us 
when the need arises. 

Individual Freedom 

The First Amendment to the United States Constitution guarantees the free exercise of religion. 
Article 2 of the Arkansas Constitution guarantees that “no human authority can, in any case or 
manner whatsoever, control or interfere with the right of conscience.” 

We believe in our “natural and indefeasible right to worship God Almighty according to the 
dictates of our own consciences.” 

We further affirm our defense of religious freedom for all peaceful religions and that all citizens 
have the absolute right to make public references to God in all public functions and venues. 

Arkansas Republicans believe that marriage is the foundational unit of a healthy society. We 
believe in the sanctity of marriage and that the integrity of this institution should be defended, 
protected, strengthened, and nurtured at all levels of government. 

Arkansas Republicans support the traditional definition of marriage as a God-ordained, legal 
and moral commitment between one man and one woman. 
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We believe that an Arkansas family has the primary responsibility for its own welfare, including 
the education and moral training of its children. 

We are beings created in God’s image; and as such, we believe all Americans should have equal 
opportunity to succeed regardless of race, nationality, origin, gender, or creed and should be 
granted no special preferences based on these criteria. 

Most importantly, we believe all unborn children have a fundamental right to live in order to 
avail themselves of these equal opportunities. We commend all those who provide or promote 
alternatives to abortion. We also oppose assisted suicide, euthanasia, genocide, infanticide, 
cloning, and embryonic/fetal stem cell research. 

We applaud all legislation passed by Arkansas Republicans that promotes life and withholds the 
use of public monies to pay for abortions or finance groups that enable it. 

Furthermore, we support the appointment and election of judges who respect traditional 
family values, the sanctity of human life, and are committed to support the Dobbs v. Jackson 
precedent. 

Arkansas Republicans support legislation that ensures abortion coverage is prohibited from 
being mandated in state-sponsored health care exchanges, federal exchanges, federal-state 
partnerships, and high-risk pools created under the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

We oppose federal efforts to force doctors and hospitals to treat patients according to self-
perceived gender identity and federal rules requiring state health programs to offer coverage for 
that treatment.  

In the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic, we are aware of the need to define and protect 

medical freedom.  We embrace the definition (borrowed in part) from Clayton J. Baker, MD, 

published by the Brownston Institute, November 2023:  Medical freedom is a moral, ethical, 

and legal concept, essential to the just and proper practice of medicine, that 1) asserts the 

individual person’s autonomy over his or her own body with regard to any and all medical 
treatment as absolute and inalienable (excluding that which would end the life of an unborn 

child); 2) physicians, public health officials, and employers do not possess the authority to 

deprive any citizen of their fundamental civil rights, including during a declared medical 

emergency; 3) the four fundamental pillars of medical ethics – autonomy, beneficence, non-

maleficence, and justice – are essential to medical practice and must be observed at all times by 

all physicians, nurses, public health officials, researchers, manufacturers, and all others involved 

in health care. 

We support “medical freedom” legislation in Arkansas that attempts to address aspects of 
three problems that became obvious during the Covid-19 era. These are 1) the medical and 
public health infringement on citizens’ fundamental civil liberties, 2) the systematic and 
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oppressive control and silencing of physicians during the pandemic, and 3) the apparently out-
of-control, dangerous, and unethical research that spawned the pandemic in the first place. 

Healthcare is not a right; it is a service. As a compassionate society, we will aid those in need; 
however, a government takeover of healthcare is detrimental to the entire health care system. 

Arkansas Republicans support the freedom of every Arkansan to choose the health insurance 
plan that best suits his or her needs, as well as the freedom not to choose without the threat 
of reprisal from the federal government through taxes or fines. 

We strongly support the repeal of the Affordable Care Act and its replacement with laws where 
Arkansans have multiple patient-centric health choices and states have full flexibility and 
authority to design a Medicaid program that best fits their needs through federal block grants. 

Arkansas Republicans strongly commend our state’s efforts to combat human trafficking. We 
salute those in law enforcement who rescue the victims of human trafficking and support all 
efforts to provide victims comfort and healing from their nightmare. 

We also applaud the bipartisan work of the Arkansas General Assembly to improve our laws 
so that we may do our part to defeat this modern-day scourge and call for continued vigilance 
so that no person shall be held in slavery or servitude. 

Equality of individuals before the law has always been a cornerstone of our party. Bigotry has 
no place in our state. Arkansas Republicans denounce those persons, organizations, 
publications, and movements that practice or promote racism, hate actions, or religious 
intolerance. 

We are opposed to globalist organizations such as the World Health Organization, World 
Economic Forum, and United Nations usurping the rights of Arkansans. 

As Republicans, we fully support the Second Amendment’s guarantee of our individual right to 
keep and bear arms. We call on governments at all levels to strictly enforce existing gun laws. 
We remind all Arkansas law enforcement and prosecutors that Arkansas law recognizes the 
right of our citizens to freely carry handguns in the open. Furthermore, we support efforts to 
expand reciprocity agreements to allow Arkansans with concealed weapons permits to travel 
freely on interstate journeys. 

Epilogue 

Those who consider themselves conservative will find a home in the Republican Party of 
Arkansas. We welcome all who wish to serve their communities, state, and nation by becoming 
engaged in public matters and helping shape the debates that will set a course toward the 
future. 
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Our state’s future prosperity is contingent upon new generations of Arkansans who are raised 
with common-sense conservative values and who desire those values to be protected and 
strengthened in order that they may be passed on to our heirs. 

We welcome those who cherish learning and who use the tools of the digital age to educate 
themselves in order to be citizens prepared to participate in our republican form of limited 
government. 

We seek and welcome conservative activists who we hope one day will seek elective and 
appointed offices so that they may fight for a future where prosperity, freedom, and liberty are 
our citizens’ rewards for good work. 

In 1960, Winthrop Rockefeller held a “Party for Two Parties” on Petit Jean Mountain. His goal: 
to turn Arkansas into a two-party state after nearly a century of Democratic domination. It 
took 50 years to realize his dream. Since then, our party has grown significantly. 

Along the way, some Arkansans who were conservative made the choice to wear the 
Republican label. We recognize that not all conservatives in our state are quite ready to make 
that leap. Rest assured that even if you’re not ready to join us quite yet, we are fighting for you 
and your family every day. 

When you choose to knock on our door, you will find yourself welcome with open arms. 

God bless you, our great state, and our exceptional nation. 
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PREAMBLE 

Declaration 

The express purpose of these rules is to provide for the free and unhampered right of the individual 
electors of Arkansas to participate in the nominations of their choice. 

Party Objectives 

● The Republican Party of Arkansas declares its objectives to be:

o The election of qualified Republican candidates to every public office, and

o The fulfillment of the needs of the citizens of Arkansas in a manner consistent with
the beliefs and principles of the Republican Party.

Party Principles 

Republicans believe: 

● That individual citizens are willing and capable of managing their own affairs without
government intervention.

● That the local, state and national governments must pursue policies designed to encourage
individual initiative and induce people to be responsible for their own economic, political,
and social well-being.

● The primary function of government is to protect the life, common liberty and property of
the governed, to prevent fraud, and to provide a common justice.

● That when a necessary function is undertaken by government, it should be performed by
that government closest to the people to provide as much direct control by those affected
as possible, and to assure freedom and liberty to all citizens with justice under the law.

● That our freedom, national stability and expansion of the free enterprise system can be
best assured by application of the Constitutional principles that unite the American people.
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ARTICLE I - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sections 

1. Party Membership and Authority
2. Party Organization
3. Finance
4. Candidates for Public Office
5. Primary Elections
6. State Convention
7. Delegates to National Convention
8. Parliamentary Procedure
9. Proxies
10. Election of Electors

Section 1 – Party Membership and Authority 

A. Membership in the Republican Party of Arkansas shall be open to all qualified Arkansas
electors as defined in A.C.A. Section 7-1-101 (2016) Definitions (33). No oath, pledge, or
statement of belief shall ever be required as a condition.

B. The final authority in all party matters shall rest in the biennial Republican State
Convention, which shall be deemed to have delegated such interim authority to the State
Committee and Executive Committee as is necessary to carry out the purposes and
objectives of the party.

Section 2 – Party Organization 

The organization of the Republican Party of Arkansas shall consist of the following bodies: 

The State Convention 

The State Committee and subordinate committees. 

The State Executive Committee. 

The Congressional District Committees 

The Republican County Committees and such other subordinate committees as the rules of a 
County Committee may provide. 

Section 3 – Finance 

A. The State Finance Committee shall include the Finance Chairman, the Treasurer, the
Assistant Treasurer, the National Committeeman, the National Committeewoman, the
State Chairman, the State 1st Vice-Chairman, and additional members the State Chairman
shall appoint. The Finance Committee shall be responsible for developing and
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implementing an annual fund-raising program to provide funding for the annual budget.  
Subcommittees of the State Finance Committee for fund-raising shall be chaired by the 
appointees of the State Chairman. 

B. The State Budget Committee shall include the State 1st Vice Chairman, who shall serve as
the Committee Chairman, the State Chairman, the Treasurer, the State 2nd Vice Chairman,
the State Finance Chairman, and four (4) additional members appointed by the State
Chairman, one (1) member from each Congressional District.  All members shall be voting
members.

1. The Budget Committee shall meet no later than October 1 of each year for the
preparation of the annual operating budget to be submitted to the State Committee
members with the call for the December State Committee meeting.  The budget
shall be presented for approval at the December Meeting of the State Committee.

2. The budget shall be the basic planning document for the Party for the next calendar
year, which shall be the fiscal year, and shall include estimates of income amounts
and sources, estimated costs of fund-raising activities and proposed expenditures,
subdivided into appropriate categories, including the proposed amount to be
allocated for candidates. The Budget Committee shall assure that the budget is
prepared and that the information included in the budget is complete, setting forth
all estimated revenues and expenditures of the State Party. The budget will project
revenues and expenditures by time period and will include projected cash flow to
assure that revenue will be adequate to cover budgeted items.

3. The Budget Committee will have continuing general oversight authority and shall
meet quarterly to review the status of the approved budget to ensure that actual or
anticipated expenditures do not exceed actual or anticipated revenues, including
reserves. After adoption of the annual budget by the State Committee,
supplemental budget requests for any budget item that will exceed the budgeted
amount by five percent (5%), shall be prepared by the Budget Committee and
submitted to the Executive Committee for approval. The Treasurer’s financial report
at each Executive Committee meeting and State Committee meeting shall include
total receipts and total disbursements, by time period, and any revisions to the
approved budget

4. The Budget Committee shall also perform other duties as the State Committee or
the Executive Committee may assign.

C. The State Audit Committee shall consist of the State 2nd Vice Chairman, who shall serve
as Committee Chair, the State Treasurer and one (1) member, appointed by the State
Chairman, from each of the Congressional Districts.

1. The Audit Committee shall establish an appropriate system of financial controls,
monitor the effectiveness of such controls, select an accounting firm to conduct an
annual independent review of the Party’s financial records, select an accounting
firm to conduct a biennial “FEC” audit of the Party’s financial records, supervise the
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conduct of the review/audit, and report to the Executive Committee and the State 
Committee on compliance with the established financial controls and practices and 
these rules, the results of the review/audit and compliance with any policy and 
procedures established by this Committee. The Audit Committee shall report to the 
State Committee the actions of any officer, employee, or agent of the State 
Committee that, in its opinion, are in violation of these controls and practices, rules 
or the policies and procedures established by the committee. 

2. The committee shall also perform other duties as the State Committee or the
Executive Committee may assign.

D. Expenditure Controls:

1. The Executive Committee shall have the authority to adopt prudent and reasonable
controls, policies and procedures for the establishment, approval and expenditure
of all special funds and bank accounts of the State Party in compliance with
applicable laws and these rules.

2. The Executive Committee shall require two signers for checks issued on all bank
accounts of the State Party. These provisions extend to any account that bears the
State Party’s Federal ID number or requires that the State Party assume any liability
or fiduciary responsibility (hereinafter “bank account(s)”). Use of a mechanical
signature (digital, stamped, etc.) on any check, bank document, tax document or
FEC report is prohibited. The State Chairman and State Treasurer shall be
authorized as signatories on all bank accounts. The Executive Committee may
authorize the Executive Director to (a) be a signatory on all bank accounts of the
State Party and (b) to supervise and control expenditures from the bank accounts
of the State Party. All signatories on any State Party bank account shall keep in
force and effect a fifty thousand dollar ($50,000) Surety Bond. The cost of said bond
shall be paid by the State Party. Any person not bondable is immediately
disqualified as an account signatory.

3. There shall be no disbursement of State Party funds except in accordance with the
approved budget as amended.

4. Any proposed financial transaction between the Republican Party of Arkansas and
any entity owned, operated, or represented by an elected officer of the Party, a
member of the Executive Committee, Budget Committee or Audit Committee shall
be approved by a majority vote of the Executive Committee before the transaction
is consummated.

E. Financial Reporting:

1. The Executive Director shall submit to the Executive Committee and the Budget
Committee a monthly report within 30 days following the monthly close of business
comparing actual revenue and expenditures to budgeted revenue and expenditures
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by line item. The Executive Director shall prepare other written reports that the 
Executive Committee or the Budget Committee may require. 

2. Any member of the Executive Committee, the Budget Committee or the Audit
Committee shall have full access to the financial records of the State Party during
regular business hours. Documents and records may not be removed from the
office(s) of the State Party or its designee with the exception that the Chairman of
the Audit Committee may make copies of financial records for use by the Audit
Committee.

3. The Executive Committee shall cause to be prepared and filed all financial reports
required by federal, state and local laws, including payroll tax returns, income tax
returns and campaign finance disclosure reports and shall be responsible to assure
the accuracy of such reports. The treasurer shall monitor and supervise the
preparation of such reports and shall sign reports.

4. Any State Committee Member may review regular quarterly and annual reports
during regular business hours of the State Party office.

F. General Financial Procedures

1. Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) or cash basis shall be employed
by the State Party in all daily accounting and bookkeeping functions.

2. No one is empowered to incur indebtedness or financial obligation on the part of
the Republican Party of Arkansas unless budgeted.

3. The Executive Committee may employ a qualified accountant to assist the
Executive Director in the preparation of budgets, financial reports and in
maintaining all bank accounts of the State Party. The accountant shall assist the
Treasurer in preparing all tax reports, campaign disclosure reports, FEC reports,
and any other reports required by law. The accountant shall have formal training in
FEC regulations, compliance procedures and reporting procedures.

Section 4 – Candidates for Public Office 

A. A candidate who possesses those qualifications required by the laws of Arkansas and the
United States of America, shall affirm his or her concurrence with the principles and
objectives of the Republican Party of Arkansas, be registered as a Republican before
remitting filing fees, and pay the prescribed filing fees.

B. Candidates for Federal, State, and State District offices shall pay fees as required by the
State Executive Committee, to the Republican Party of Arkansas as set forth in Article VI.

C. When any unopposed candidate for any public office in a Republican Primary Election
shall, after the time for filing has expired, die or resign his or her candidacy, the State
Committee in the case of a state or district office, or the County Committee, in the case of
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a county or township office, may, upon ascertaining such vacancy and provided same does 
not occur later than thirty (30) days prior to the preferential primary election, permit other 
candidates to qualify, at such time in such manner as the appropriate committee may 
determine, and upon such notice as such committee shall direct, and any candidate so 
qualifying shall be deemed to have regularly qualified as a candidate. 

D. Upon vacancy in nomination or office, the State Chairman shall give proper notification as
to the method by which the vacancy shall be filled. If the Chairman’s intent is to fill the
vacancy by a convention of delegates, the State Committee shall be convened as a
convention of delegates to fill all statewide races; in a Congressional District, the
Congressional District Committee shall be convened as a convention of delegates; in a
state legislative or county race, the committee(s) of the county or counties in which the
vacancy occurs shall be convened as a convention of delegates.

E. When a Convention of Counties is called to fill a vacancy in nomination or office for a state
legislative position whose district includes more than one county the following procedure
shall apply:

4. The State Chairman shall establish the date and location of the Convention
of Counties and shall establish the number of delegates and alternates to 
assure that any county in the legislative district shall have no fewer than 
one delegate and one alternate. 

5. Delegates and alternates shall be apportioned to each county based on the
percentage of registered voters in the legislative district. 

6. Delegates and alternates must be registered voters and reside within the
legislative district. 

7. Credentials of each delegate and alternate to the Convention of Counties,
with contact information, shall be filed with the Secretary of the State 
Committee no later than 7 days prior to the date of the convention. 

8. Delegates and alternates to the Convention of Counties from each affected
county shall be selected by delegates from the respective reconvened 
County Conventions. 

9. All delegates or alternates to the Convention of Counties must present a
photo identification to receive a ballot. 

10. The State Chairman shall appoint a Credentials Committee for the
Convention of Counties with 3 or 5 members who do not reside in the 
legislative district. 

11. The Convention of Counties shall be conducted in accordance with the
latest version of Roberts Rules of Order. The State Chairman, or designate, 
will serve as Temporary Chairman. 

27



Page 10 of 47 

F. No candidate shall be deemed to have resigned his or her candidacy subsequent to the
noon of the thirtieth (30th) day prior to the primary election, and the names of all who remain
candidates after that date, except in the case of death, shall be printed on the ballot in
those races where there are two or more candidates.

Section 5 – Primary Elections 

A. The Republican Party in each county shall hold a primary election in every even-numbered
year.

1. Except for support of candidates in a presidential preferential primary, the State
Chairman, National Committeeman, National Committeewoman, District Chairmen,
County Chairmen, County Election Commissioners (per State Statute), State,
District or County Committee or State Party employees shall not endorse or
otherwise publicly show favoritism to one Republican candidate over another prior
to the Republican nominee being elected. State Executive Committee and/or the
respective County Committees, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present
at any regular or duly announced special meeting may vote that a particular
candidate is not recommended.

2. If a person holding any of the above named Party positions should become a
candidate in a contested Party Primary election, he or she shall within three (3)
business days either resign the Party Office or withdraw from the candidacy.

3. In accordance with State Law the State Committee, in the case of Federal, State
and District candidates, and the County Committee, in the case of all other
candidates, shall be responsible for determining the qualifications of candidates
seeking nomination by the Republican Party, provide necessary applications for
candidacy, accept and process the applications and determine the order of its
ballot, in accordance with state law. They shall file all required certifications with the
State or County Secretary, Secretary of the State, or their respective County Clerk
in a timely fashion, in accordance with state law.

B. Qualified electors shall be registered as a Republican before being issued a Republican
primary ballot to vote in a Republican Party primary election.

Section 6 – State Conventions 

A. The Republican Party of Arkansas shall hold a statewide convention each even-numbered
year within 35 air miles of the Arkansas State Capitol. The convention venue shall be
reserved for at least 12 hours. The membership of the State Convention shall be composed
of delegates or alternates from each of the seventy-five (75) counties based upon the
following formula:

1. Three (3) delegates from each county.
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2. One (1) delegate for each one thousand (1,000) votes or majority fraction thereof
cast for the Republican candidate for Governor in the immediately preceding
gubernatorial election.

3. One (1) delegate for each Republican holding countywide office.

4. One (1) delegate for each Republican holding the office of Justice of the Peace.

5. Each county shall be entitled to one (1) alternate delegate for each delegate.  In
the absence of any delegate, the roll of the alternates shall be called in the order in
which the names are placed upon the roll of the convention.

B. The State Party shall notify each County Chairman and Secretary, at least sixty (60) days
before the date of the County Convention, the number of delegates and alternates each
county shall be allocated. Delegates and alternates to the State Convention shall be
elected by the County Convention.

C. Ninety (90) days prior to the convening of the State Convention, the State Chairman shall,
with the approval of the Executive Committee, name at least five (5) persons to each
Standing Convention Committee, i.e., Arrangements, Temporary and Permanent
Organizations, Credentials, Rules, Memorials, Platforms and Resolutions, and other
convention committees deemed necessary.

D. The above notwithstanding, the Standing Convention Rules Committee Members and the
Standing Convention Platform and Resolutions Committee Members named in (C) of this
Section shall be the same as the “Standing State Rules Committee” Members and the
“Standing State Platform and Resolutions Committee” Members appointed and elected per
Article IV, Section 3(A) and Section 3(B).

E. Credentials of each delegate and alternate to the State Convention shall be filed with the
Secretary of the State Committee at State Party Headquarters by the Chairman and the
Secretary of the County Committee no later than ten (10) days after the County
Convention. The Secretary of the State Committee shall then prepare the temporary roll of
the delegates and alternates. Fifteen (15) days prior to the date of the State Convention a
call, issued by the State Party, shall be provided in writing to all delegates and alternates
for whom credentials were filed with the Secretary of the State Committee within ten (10)
days following the County Convention.

F. All contests of election of delegates and alternates to the State Convention shall be heard
by the Credentials Committee. Any delegate or alternate rejected by the Credentials
Committee shall have the right of appeal to the floor. The Credentials Committee shall
report its findings to the Convention. No delegate or alternate shall be entitled to vote, until
such delegate or alternate has been placed on the temporary roll, or seated by the
Convention. No delegate or alternate shall be permitted to vote upon his or her contest.

G. All proposed rule changes and/or proposed platform provisions shall be filed in writing with
the appropriate committee at least 60 days prior to the date of the convention. Those
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proposed rule changes and/or proposed platform resolutions recommended for adoption 
at the State Convention shall be mailed or electronically transmitted by the appropriate 
committee chair to each County Chairman 30 days before the date of the convention. It 
shall be the responsibility of every County Chairman to inform delegates and alternates to 
the State Convention of the proposed rules changes and/or proposed platform resolutions. 
Copies of proposed rules changes and/or proposed platform resolutions will not be mailed 
to delegates and alternates by the State Party. 

H. The convention shall first elect a Temporary Chairman and a Temporary Secretary, and
after the report of the Credentials Committee and the hearing of any contests that may be
brought before the convention, the convention shall then proceed to organize by the
election of a Permanent Chairman and a Permanent Secretary. The convention shall
proceed in the order of business prepared by the Convention Rules Committee.

I. A majority of delegation in any five counties may request a roll call vote, on any issue, and
in the event a roll call is taken, the counties shall be called in alphabetical order.

J. No person shall be permitted to speak more than once or longer than five (5) minutes on
the same question, except by leave of the convention. The person making a motion shall
be entitled to speak twice on the motion, initially upon making as well as closing the
argument for the motion.

K. Each delegate shall be entitled to one (1) vote that may be cast by an alternate in the
absence of the delegate.

L. In the absence of any delegate, a roll of alternates shall be called in the order in which the
names were certified by the State Secretary from the respective County Conventions.

M. A convention may, by majority vote, upon a motion duly made and seconded, recess,
adjourn to a specified date, adjourn to a call by the chairman, or adjourn sine die. When a
convention has adjourned sine die, it has no further authority.

Section 7 – Delegates to the National Convention 

A. The total number of delegates and alternates to the Republican National Convention shall
be determined in accordance with the Rules of the Republican National Convention last
held. The election of delegates and alternates to the next Republican National Convention
shall be consistent with the rules adopted by the Republican Convention last held and
certified as therein provided.

B. Procedures for election of delegates or alternates shall be established by the State
Committee in accordance with the applicable laws of the State of Arkansas and the rules
of the Republican National Committee. On or before September 1 of the year before the
year in which the National Convention is to be held, the State Committee shall adopt rules,
procedures, policies, and instructive materials (prepared pursuant to rule number 14(A) of
R.N.C. rules) governing the selection of delegates and alternate delegates to the national
convention to convene during the following year, and shall certify and file with the Secretary
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of the Republican National Committee true copies of the same and of all statutes governing 
the selection of such delegates and alternate delegates. Any subsequent amendments to 
or changes in such statutes, rules, procedures, policies, and materials shall be filed with 
Secretary of the Republican National Committee within twenty-one (21) days after the date 
of the amendment or change. 

C. The Arkansas delegation shall elect a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and a Secretary, and
shall adhere to the instructions, if any, of the State Committee.

D. In the absence of any alternate, the position shall be filled by a majority vote of the
delegates present in caucus.

Section 8 – Parliamentary Procedures 

Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised (current edition) shall apply in all cases not specifically 
covered by these rules, and in the event of a conflict between these rules and Robert’s Rules of 
Order, the former shall apply. 

Section 9 – Proxies 

An active member of any committee governed by these rules may issue a written proxy for any 
meeting of the committee except for meetings of the Executive Committee. An inactive member of 
a county committee may not issue a proxy. This proxy must be presented to the Secretary of the 
committee by a qualified elector from the same county of residence as the person giving the proxy. 
An original signature by the member issuing the proxy that is scanned or faxed is recognized as a 
valid signature. No person shall present more than two (2) proxies.  No person, including persons 
holding proxies, may cast more than one vote on any issue or election. Proxies may not be voted 
in the selection of delegates and alternates to the Republican National Convention. At any meeting 
proxies shall be counted for quorum purposes. 

Section 10 – Election of Presidential Electors 

The Republican Party of Arkansas will elect a number of Electors for President and Vice President 
of the United States of America equal to the number of United States Senators and United States 
Representatives which represent the state in Congress as follows: 

At the Biennial Republican State Convention, the body will accept 
nominations from the floor and elect one Elector from each 
Congressional District, who is a qualified voter in and resident of that 
District, and a number of at-large Electors sufficient to bring the total 
number of Electors to that number required by law. 

Each candidate for Elector must certify in writing to the Republican Party of Arkansas that he/she 
will vote for the Republican candidate for President and Vice President of the United States of 
America. 
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Section 11 - Electronic Meetings 

The Executive Committee, standing committees and special committees are authorized to meet 
by telephone conference or through other electronic communications media so long as all the 
members may simultaneously communicate with each other and participate during the meeting. 
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ARTICLE II – COUNTY COMMITTEE 

Sections 

1. General Provisions
2. Membership
3. Organization
4. Primaries
5. Meetings
6. Duties of County Officers
7. Election of Officers
8. Vacancies
9. Removal
10. County Committee Local Rules of the County Committee
11. Rules Review

Section 1 – General Provisions 

A. The County Committee and the members thereof shall adhere with the Preamble of these
Rules

B. All provisions contained in Article I of these Rules apply the County Committee.

C. All counties in Arkansas shall have the opportunity to have a Republican County
Committee, hereby referred to as the “County Committee”.

D. The purpose of the County Committee is to assist in the election of qualified Republican
candidates to public office and to fulfill the needs of the citizens of the State of Arkansas in
a manner consistent with the beliefs and principles of The Republican Party.

E. Any notices required by these rules to members of the County Committee may be
transmitted by written email or other electronic means if the member has provided an email
address or other appropriate electronic contact information for this purpose to the
Secretary. All members who have not provided such information shall receive notices via
U.S. Mail.

Section 2 – Membership 

A. Membership in the County Committee shall be open to all qualified electors, as defined in
A.C.A. Section 7-1-101 (2016) Definitions (33), within that county. No oath or pledge shall
ever be required as a condition.

B. County Committee members shall be elected through the Republican Primary elections
held in even numbered years. In accordance with Arkansas law 7-3-104, qualified electors
may choose to file to appear on the ballot of a primary election for the purpose of joining a
county committee.
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C. Committee members shall be responsible for canvassing and organizing their respective
precincts, appointing precinct captains, recruiting qualified Republican candidates, raising
party funds, identifying qualified poll workers, assisting the officers of the County
Committee, and supporting and working to elect Republican candidates.

D. A County Committee shall be allowed one at-large member for every 50 votes cast, or
major fraction thereof, in their county for the Republican nominee for Governor in the most
recent gubernatorial election, plus one precinct member from each precinct in the
respective county. The County Committee is encouraged to have a member from each
precinct. Members of the Arkansas General Assembly, State Constitutional Officers, U.S.
Senators and U.S. Representatives who are members of a County Committee shall be ex-
officio members of the County Committee.

E. If a County Committee Member misses three or more regular consecutive meetings without
sending a proxy, that member shall be deemed “inactive” and will not count against quorum
while the member is inactive. The inactive member may not issue a proxy pursuant to
Article 1 Section 9 and may not serve as a voting member of the County Executive
Committee. The member will no longer be considered “inactive” and will be reinstated to
active membership upon attending a second consecutive County Committee meeting. If a
County Committee Member misses four or more regular consecutive meetings without
sending a proxy, the inactive member status shall be referred to the County Executive
Committee for recommendations to the County Committee for action up to and including
removal from County Committee Membership. Recommendations from the County
Executive Committee may be approved by two thirds (2/3) vote of the members present at
a regular meeting of the County Committee.

F. The final authority within the County shall be the Biennial County Convention and the
Biennial State Convention. The County Convention is deemed to have delegated interim
authority to the County Committee necessary to achieve the purpose and objectives of the
County Committee and the Republican Party of Arkansas.

Section 3 – Organization 

A. County Convention:

1. Delegates to the County Convention are those committee members elected in the
Republican primary election held in even-numbered years pursuant to Article II,
Section 2(B). The number of delegate positions shall be on the same basis as
members of the County Committee pursuant to Article II, Section 2(D).

2. Notice of the County Convention shall be sent to delegates by the Chairman at least
two (2) weeks prior to the date of the convention.

3. Vacancies existing or occurring in the delegations to the County Convention after
the primary election or elections may be filled by the County Committee.
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4. The State Committeeman and State Committeewoman shall be elected by the
County Convention and ratified by the State Convention.

5. Delegates and alternates to the State Convention shall be elected at the County
Convention based upon the formula outlined in Article I Section 6.A.

6. In the event the Chairman fails to act in compliance with Article II Section 3(A), the
State Chairman of the Republican Party of Arkansas shall initiate action to assure
compliance with those provisions.

B. County Committee:

1. The County Committee shall be organized at the first meeting of the committee
following the Biennial County Convention. The first County Committee meeting will
begin immediately upon the adjournment of the Biennial County Convention.

2. At the first meeting as described in Article II, Section 3(B)1, the Committee shall
elect a District Committeeman, District Committeewoman and members of the
District Committee as follows:

a. District Committee membership shall be based on the formula of one (1)
District Committee Member for each 2,000 votes, or major fraction thereof,
cast for the Republican nominee for Governor in the county in the preceding
gubernatorial general election.

b. In appreciation for the work of the County Committee Members electing
Republicans, the Committee shall elect additional District Committee
Members equal to the total number of Republican countywide officials,
Justices of the Peace and Constables in the county.

c. Republican countywide officials, Justices of the Peace and Constables shall
automatically be ex-officio members of the District Committee.

3. The County Committee shall make every reasonable effort to accomplish the
objectives of the Republican Party of Arkansas, maintain sufficient funds to conduct
party activities, recruit and elect qualified Republican candidates, and conduct the
affairs of the County Committee in such a manner as will result in respect by the
electorate.

C. County Executive Committee:

1. The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chairman, First Vice-Chairman,
Second Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, State Committeeman, State
Committeewoman, and other members as determined by the County Committee or
set forth in the County Committee local rules.
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2. The Executive Committee shall meet at such times as the Chairman or a majority
of the members thereof may deem appropriate or necessary.

3. At least one-half (1/2) of the members of the Executive Committee shall be required
to constitute a quorum.

4. Minutes of the meetings of the Executive Committee shall be recorded by the
Secretary.

5. The Executive Committee shall be responsible for the plans and operations of the
County Committee; shall recruit qualified Republican candidates for the local
offices; and shall perform such other duties as the County Committee may delegate
or as directed in the County Committee local rules.

D. Required Standing Committee(s)

1. The Chairman shall appoint the membership of all Standing Committees, including
the Chairman of each committee, with approval of the County Committee, within
sixty (60) days following the election of Chairman.

2. Finance Committee

a. The Finance Committee shall consist of the County Chairman, Treasurer
and additional County Committee members, appointed by the County
Chairman and approved by the County Committee.

b. The Finance Committee shall develop an annual budget for the activities
and duties of the County Committee and shall be presented to and approved
by the County Committee at a date determined by the Executive Committee,
or as otherwise set forth in the County Committee local rules, which shall
be no later than the end of the calendar year.

c. Proposed expenditures, unless budgeted, shall require a two-thirds (2/3)
vote of the members present at a meeting of the County Committee.
Recommendations from the Finance Committee for unbudgeted
expenditures shall be approved by a majority vote of the County Committee
or as otherwise permitted by County Committee rules.

d. The Finance Committee shall have the authority to adopt prudent and
reasonable controls, policies and procedures for the establishment,
approval, and expenditure of all special funds and bank accounts of the
County Committee in compliance with applicable state and federal laws,
these rules, and the County Committee local rules. All county funds shall be
held in accounts that bear the County Committee name and signatories on
the accounts shall be the County Chairman, or designate, and County
Treasurer. These provisions extend to any account that bears the County
Committee’s federal ID number or requires that the County Committee
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assume any liability or fiduciary responsibility (hereinafter “bank 
accounts(s)”. Use of a mechanical signature (digital, stamped, etc.) on any 
check, bank document, tax document or FEC report is prohibited. 

e. Any proposed financial transaction between the County Committee and any
entity owned, operated, or represented by an officer of the Committee, a
member of the Executive Committee, Finance Committee or Audit
Committee must be approved by the County Committee before the
transaction is consummated.

3. Audit Committee

a. The Audit Committee shall consist of the second Vice-Chairman, who shall
serve as Committee Chair, Secretary, one (1) member of the county
committee who is appointed by the County Chairman.

b. The financial books of the County Committee shall be closed at the end of
December of even numbered years and reviewed within sixty (60) days
following the election of County Committee Officers. The review shall be
performed by a competent person approved by the Executive Committee.

c. The Audit Committee shall establish an appropriate system of financial
controls, monitor the effectiveness of such controls, conduct an audit, report
to the Executive Committee the results of the audit and compliance with any
policy and procedures established by this Committee.  The Audit Committee
shall report to the County Committee the actions of any officer, employee,
or agent of the County Committee that, in its opinion, are in violation of these
controls and practices, rules, local rules or the policies and procedures
established by the committee.

d. The committee shall also perform other duties as the County Committee or
the Executive Committee may assign.

E. General Financial Procedures

1. Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) or cash basis shall be employed
in all accounting and bookkeeping functions.

2. No one is empowered to incur indebtedness or financial obligation on the part of
the County Committee unless budgeted and expressly authorized by the County
Committee, and approved by the Executive Committee.

3. The Executive Committee may employ a qualified accountant to assist the
Treasurer in the preparation of budgets, financial reports and in maintaining all bank
accounts of the County Committee, the campaign disclosure reports, and any other
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reports required by law. The accountant shall have formal training in compliance 
and reporting procedures. 

4. Any member of the Executive Committee, the Finance Committee, or the Audit
Committee shall have full access to the financial records of the County Committee
during regular business hours. Documents and records may not be removed from
the office(s) of the County Committee or its designee with the exception that the
Chairman of the Audit Committee may make copies of financial records for use by
the Audit Committee.

5. Any County Committee Member may review the Treasurer’s reports upon
reasonable request to the Chairman and Treasurer or during a regular committee
meeting.

Section 4 - Primaries 

A. The County Committee will set the filing fees pursuant to Article VI of these rules.

B. With regard to the support of candidates in an election, the County Chairman and County
Election Commissioners shall abide by the requirements in Article I Section 5(A)1.

C. The County Committee shall not endorse or otherwise publicly show favoritism to one
candidate over another in a contested Republican primary. The County Committee, by a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of the membership at any regular or duly announced special meeting,
may vote that a particular candidate is not a recommended candidate.

D. The Chairman and Secretary are charged with the responsibility to provide candidates all
necessary information about the filing process and receive and process the filing forms in
accordance with state law. They are also charged with ensuring that the County Committee
receives certificates of nomination from the county board of election commissioners for
local candidates.

E. Not earlier than forty five (45) days and not later than fourteen (14) days prior to the date
of the preferential primary filing period, the Chairman shall cause to be published no less
than once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation
within the county stating:

1. Name and contact information for the Committee Secretary, and
2. Day and hour of both the start and finish times of the filing period.

F. All persons desiring to be Republican candidates for county public office, County
Committee member and/or delegate to the County Convention shall deliver their filing fees
and applicable forms to the Chairman or Secretary. If a candidate is unable to deliver the
applicable forms and filing fees to the Chairman or Secretary, in person, the candidate may
designate, in writing, a bearer who may submit the applicable forms and filing fees to the
Chairman or Secretary. A designated bearer may submit the applicable forms and filing
fees for a maximum of two candidates per filing period.
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Section 5 – Meetings 

A. The County Committee shall hold a minimum of nine (9) meetings throughout each year at
a regularly scheduled time and place as designated by the Chairman and approved by the
majority of the County Committee.

B. One-fourth (1/4) of the total number of active members of the County Committee shall
constitute a quorum for regularly scheduled meetings. A quorum is required for the
transaction of business requiring a vote of the members.

C. Special meetings may be called by a majority of the County Executive Committee or one-
fourth (1/4) of the total number of active members of the committee, provided that in no
instance shall any special meeting be called by less than five (5) members. Notice of the
time, place, date and purpose shall be transmitted to each member of the committee at
least ten (10) days in advance. One third (1/3) of the total number of active members of
the committee shall constitute a quorum at all special meetings.

D. No action shall be taken by the County Committee to adopt or amend County Committee
local rules, elect any officers or assess filing fees unless the proposal shall have been set
forth in the notice calling the meeting. The notice shall be sent to each member of the
County Committee pursuant to Article II Section 1(E) at least (10) days before the meeting
date. The notice shall include, at a minimum, the time and place of the meeting.

Section 6 – Duties of County Officers 

A. Chairman: The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the County Committee and the
County Executive Committee, shall coordinate the political activities of the county, shall
assist Republican candidates in organizing, planning, and conducting their respective
campaigns in the county, and shall perform other duties as assigned by the County
Committee. The County Chairman shall appoint all chairpersons and members to serve on
all standing and ad-hoc committees.

1. A candidate in a contested Party Primary election is not eligible to be County
Chairman. If the County Chairman should become a candidate in a contested Party
Primary election, he or she shall resign the chairmanship or withdraw from the
candidacy within three (3) business days of either of the following:

a. If filed a campaign financial statement report with the appropriate
jurisdiction; or

b. Filing for office.

2. If the Party Primary is not contested when the Chairman enters the race per any of
the two criteria above, the Chairman does not have to resign or withdraw from the
candidacy until another candidate enters the race. Determination on when another
candidate officially enters the race will use the same two criteria from this section.
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B. First Vice-Chairman: The First Vice-Chairman shall assume the duties of the Chairman in
presiding over meetings in the absence of the Chairman, coordinate the activities of all the
standing committees and any other such committees as the Chairman might establish,
assist the Chairman in the selection of effective committee chairmen, assure that the
committees are performing their activities, keep the Chairman informed on activities of the
various committees, and shall perform other duties as assigned by the Committee.

C. Second Vice-Chairman: The Second Vice-Chairman shall assume the duties of the
Chairman in the absence of the Chairman and First Vice-Chairman. The Second Vice-
Chairman shall, assist the Chairman in the selection of interested and qualified
Republicans to fill vacant positions as officers and precinct committeemen assist the
Chairman in assuring that the Rules of the Republican Party of Arkansas are observed,
and shall perform other duties as assigned by the County Committee.

D. Secretary: The Secretary shall serve as the chief clerical officer of the County Committee
and County Executive Committee. Other duties include maintaining mailing lists, sending
notices of meetings, agendas for meetings, and recording minutes of the official meetings.
The Secretary shall notify the State Party of the roll of delegates/alternates to the State
Convention within ten (10) days following their election at the Biannual County Convention.

1. Minutes of the immediate past meeting of the County Committee shall be read and
approved at each meeting of the County Committee. Minutes of any committee
meeting shall be available for viewing by any member of the County Committee at
any regular meeting of the County Committee.

2. The Secretary is also responsible for keeping a current roster of the County
Committee’s members of the District Committee, and to notify the Secretary of the
State Committee, the District Chairman and the District Secretary within ten (10)
days after their election to the District Committee.

E. Treasurer: The Treasurer shall receive and account for all funds paid into the county
committee treasury, issue an official receipt to each contributor, keep a permanent record
of all receipts and disbursements and report the financial condition to the Chairman and
County Committee. The Treasurer shall serve as a member of the Finance Committee.

1. The Treasurer shall submit to the Executive Committee, the Finance Committee
and the County Committee a monthly report of actual revenue and expenditures by
line item. The Treasurer shall prepare other written reports that the Executive
Committee or the Finance Committee may require.

2. The Treasurer shall cause to be prepared and filed all financial reports required by
federal, state and local laws, including payroll tax returns, income tax returns and
campaign finance disclosure reports and shall be responsible to assure the
accuracy of such reports. The Treasurer shall monitor and supervise the
preparation of such reports and shall sign reports as a duty of that position
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F. District Committeeman/Committeewoman: The District Committeeman/Committeewoman
and District Committee Members shall attend the District meetings and appropriate political
functions, vote on party policy matters and election of District officers, reflecting the will
and interest of the County Committee, and inform the County Committee on actions and
decisions adopted by the District Committee.

G. State Committeeman/Committeewoman: The State Committeeman/Committeewoman
shall attend State Committee meetings and appropriate political functions, vote on party
policy matters and election of state officers, reflecting the will and interests of the County
Committee, and inform the County Committee on actions and decisions adopted by the
State Committee.

Section 7 – Election of Officers 

A. County Committees shall meet in January of odd numbered years to elect a Chairman,
First Vice-Chairman, Second Vice-Chairman who must be of the opposite gender of the
First Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Election Commissioners and such other offices
as the county local rules specify. Inactive County Committee members may not be
nominated/elected as an officer of the County Committee. The meeting at which County
Committee Officers are elected may be a regular meeting or a special meeting, called by
the Chairman, for the purpose of election of officers. Notice of the time, place and purpose
of the regular or called special meeting shall be sent to each member of the Committee at
least ten (10) days in advance of the meeting date. The Secretary shall certify the election
of the Chairman and election of the Election Commissioner(s) to County Clerk within ten
(10) days after the election and to the Secretary of the State Committee.

B. Any officer of the County Committee shall not serve as a member of the County Board of
Election Commissioners. Exceptions may be granted by the applicable District Chairman
on a case-by-case basis after ensuring any county officer understands that Arkansas voting
law prohibits an election commissioner from participating in any person’s campaign listed
on a county’s ballot (A.C.A. §7-4-109(C)(2)(A).

C. If the Chairman dies, resigns, is removed, or otherwise vacates the position, the 1st Vice-
Chairman shall serve as Chairman and 1st Vice-Chairman and assume the duties of both
until a new Chairman is elected at a meeting of the County Committee held within 75 days
of the occurrence of the vacancy. Notice of the time, place and purpose of the meeting,
called by the 1st Vice-Chairman, shall be sent to each member of the committee at least
fourteen (14) days in advance of said meeting.

D. If the 1st Vice-Chairman dies, resigns, is removed, or otherwise vacates the position, the
Second Vice-Chairman shall serve as 1st Vice Chairman and 2nd Vice Chairman until that
position is filled in the same manner as the filling of the vacancy of the county chairman
position.

E. Tenure in office – Chairman shall be limited to four (4) consecutive two (2) year terms.
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Section 8 – Vacancies 

A. A vacancy in the membership of the County Committee shall be deemed to exist under any
of the following:

1. When a member tenders his or her resignation in writing to either the Secretary or
Chairman.

2. When a member tenders his or her resignation orally before the County Committee.

3. In the event of death of a member or permanent change of residence such that the
member is no longer a qualified elector in the county.

4. If the member is removed in accordance with the Rules of the Republican Party of
Arkansas.

5. If the election of a prospective member would not exceed the total numbers of
members authorized for the County Committee.

B. Nominations to fill vacancies in the County Committee may be made at any regular meeting
and shall be voted on at the next regular County Committee meeting at which the nominee
is present, unless the Committee takes action to defer to a later meeting due to incomplete
membership information or forms.

C. If a County Committee is at its maximum number of at-large members, a nominee may
only fill the vacancy of a precinct committee position.

D. Nominees must be presented in person to the members of the County Committee at the
time of nomination and shall pay a fee equal to the filing fee. The filing fee may be prorated
if a member is nominated twelve or more months following the date of the last biennial
county convention.

E. Nominees for membership on the County Committee must affirm their concurrence with
the Party Objectives and Principles as stated in the “Preamble” to these Rules.

Section 9 – Removal 

A. Charges for removal may be brought against any member of the County Committee, or
against any person elected by the County Committee, by a majority vote of the executive
committee or by no fewer than five active county committee members for any one of the
following reasons:

1. Failing to qualify as an elector.

2. Willful violation of these rules or working against the interest of the Republican
Party.
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3. Inactivity, neglect, or refusal to perform the duties of the office.

B. An Election Commissioner may be removed, pursuant to this Section 9, for the reasons
stated in Article II Section 9(A) or for failing to perform duties as specified in the State Board
of Election Commissioners (SBEC) Procedures Manual for County Boards of Election
Commissioners, or being cited following a SBEC investigation for significant violations of
Arkansas voting law.

C. Charges against any member or officer, except the Chairman or County Election
Commissioner, shall be made to the Chairman, who shall within ten (10) days appoint three
(3) qualified County Committee members to serve on an Investigation Committee which
will investigate the charges.  Within ten (10) days following the appointment, the
Investigation Committee shall furnish to the person charged a copy of all charges, setting
a time and place for the person charged to be heard. Within 30 days of the appointment of
the Investigation Committee, the Investigation Committee shall make a written report of its
findings, including a recommendation, to the Executive Committee. Within 10 days after
receiving the recommendation from the Investigative Committee, the Executive
Committee, taking into consideration the recommendation of the Investigative Committee,
will determine whether to remove the member and report such decision to the Secretary of
the County Committee. In the event of removal, the Chairman shall notify the person
removed in writing. An appeal of the Executive Committee’s decision may be made by filing
a written notice with the Secretary within thirty (30) days, upon receipt of which the
Secretary shall place the matter on the agenda for the next meeting of the County
Committee for final determination.

D. A County Election Commissioner may be removed by the County Committee in a special
meeting called by no less than one-third (1/3) of the active committee membership or a
majority of the Executive Committee. In case a meeting is called for this purpose, the
Election Commissioner shall be given at least ten (10) days written notice of the charges
and the time and place of the meeting and shall be entitled to be heard. A County Election
Commissioner may be removed by a majority vote of the County Committee at this special
meeting.

E. The Chairman may be removed by the County Committee in a special meeting called by
no less than one-third (1/3) of the active committee membership. The Chairman shall be
removed by a secret ballot vote of not less than two-thirds (2/3) of the membership present
and voting of the county Committee.  In case a meeting is called for this purpose, the
Chairman shall be given at least ten (10) days written notice of the charges and the time
and place of the meeting and shall be entitled to be heard.

F. The Executive Committee of the Republican Party of Arkansas may remove a County
Chairman pursuant to Article VII.

Section 10 – County Committee Local Rules of the County Committee 

A. No local rules shall be established by a County Committee, which are contrary to the rules
of the Republican National Committee (RNC) or the Republican Party of Arkansas (RPA),
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laws of the State of Arkansas, or laws of the United States of America. Any existing rules 
or local rules of any County Committee which are in conflict with federal or state law, RNC 
Rules or RPA Rules shall be null and void.  

B. County Committee local rules, which are in addition to these rules, are developed and
approved by the Biennial County Convention.

1. Local rules may be amended by a two thirds (2/3) vote of the members present at
a regular meeting of the county committee, or by simple majority at a County
Convention, provided that ten (10) days written notice shall have been given of any
proposed amendment, and provided the amendment is not contrary to National or
State Rules or Federal and State laws.

2. Any local rule may be suspended during any meeting of the County Committee by
a nine-tenths (9/10) vote of the members present.

3. No more than 10 days after any change to the local rules, the Secretary shall
forward to the Secretary of the State Committee and the Republican Party of
Arkansas staff a copy of the current local rules of the County Committee.

4. The local rules shall be made available to all members of the county committee,
including new members at the time of joining the committee.

Section 11 – Rules Review 

A. Pursuant to Article VII, Section 1 of these Rules, County Committee Members may file a
“Request for Review” with the State Chairman if there is evidence of failure within a County
Committee to observe these rules and/or local rules of the County Committee. A “Request
of Review” may be filed if signed by not less than one fifth (1/5) of the active membership
of the County Committee, provided that in no instance shall a “Request for Review” be filed
by less than five (5) members.

Note: 
A County Chairman may submit a written “Request for Variance” from these Rules to the 
Chairman, RPA Rules Committee. The “Request for Variance” will be considered by the Rules 
Committee within 45 days from the receipt of the Request. The “Request for Variance” will be 
acted upon unless the request would violate RPA Rules. Any approved “Request for Variance” 
may apply to all County Committees with equal or fewer authorized members. 
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ARTICLE III - CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT COMMITTEE

Sections 

1. General Provisions
2. Membership
3. Meetings
4. Election of Officers
5. Minorities Representative
6. Vacancies
7. Removal
8. Request for Review

Section 1 – General Provisions 

A. The purpose of the Congressional District Committee is to:

1. Recruit and elect a Republican Congressman

2. Serve the counties and assist them to grow and develop and to assist them in the
recruitment and election of qualified Republican Candidates

3. Elect delegates and alternates to the Republican National Convention,

B. The District Chairman shall coordinate party matters within the District and shall represent
District interests on the State Executive Committee and the State Committee.

C. The District Chairman shall be entitled to vote only in case of a tie.

D. Members of the District Committee may not cast more than one (1) vote on any question
before the District Committee even though he or she may hold more than one position
entitling him/her to membership in the District Committee.

E. Members of the District Committee who are also members of the State Committee may not
vote in the District Committee election of Delegates/Alternates to the Republican National
Convention.

Section 2 - Membership 

A. Each District Committee shall be composed of:

1. Elected District Officers,

2. The County Chairman of each county in the District,

3. A District Committeeman and District Committeewoman from each county in the
District,
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4. Each elected Republican countywide official, Justice of the Peace and Constable
from each county in the District (ex-officio),

5. Additional District Committee Members (as defined in Article II, Section 3(B)(2)(b)
elected from each county committee based on the formula of one member for each
elected Republican countywide official, Justice of the Peace and Constable in the
county.

6. One District Committee member from each county for each 2,000 votes, or major
fraction thereof, cast for the Republican nominee for governor in the last preceding
gubernatorial general election,

7. A Minority Representative elected, prior to the District election, by a Minority
Caucus called by the District Chairman,

8. The First Vice-Chairman of each College Republican Club at each College or
University in the District in good standing with the AFCR,

9. The First Vice-President of each Republican Women’s Club in good standing with
the AFRW and NFRW,

10. The First Vice-Chairman of each Young Republican Club in the region in good
standing with the AFYR.

B. The District Committeeman, the District Committeewoman, and District Committee
Members from each county shall be elected at the organizational meeting of the County
Committees following the biennial County Convention.

1. District Committee members shall be elected by numbered positions.

2. Newly elected District Committee Members shall begin their term at the first
meeting of the District Committee following the biennial County Conventions.

3. The Secretary of each County Committee shall certify the election of District
Committee members to the Secretary of the State Committee and to the District
Chairman and District Secretary within ten (10) days following the election.

4. Within thirty (30) days after the gubernatorial general election results are certified,
the State Chairman shall notify the County Chairman and the County Secretary for
each county and the District Chairman and District Secretary of any adjustment to
be made in the number of District Committee Members from each county. In the
event of a reduction, those District Committee Members with the highest
corresponding position numbers shall be declared to be removed from office. In the
event of an increase, the respective County Committee shall, within 60 days, elect
District Committee Members to fill the new position(s).
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Section 3 - Meetings 

A. District Committees shall meet biennially, in odd numbered years, between February 15
and March 15, for the purpose of election of District Officers, the District Representative to
the State Executive Committee, the District Representative to the Appointee
Recommendations Committee, four (4) Representatives (or Regional Chairmen) to the
State Committee, three (3) State Rules Committee Members, and three (3) State Platform
and Resolutions Committee Members.

B. Following the biennial organizational meeting, the District Committee shall meet semi-
annually and at such times as the District Chairman or State Chairman may direct.

C. The call for all District meetings shall be transmitted to each County Chairman and County
Secretary thirty (30) days prior to the meeting date. The County Chairman shall
communicate the call to the District Committee Members twenty (20) days in advance of
the meeting date. The call for any meeting of the District Committee may be sent by
facsimile, e-mail or other electronic means to members who provide prior written approval
to receive meeting notices electronically. All members who have not provided such prior
approval shall receive meeting notices by U.S. Mail.

D. Minutes of all District Committee Meetings shall be filed with the Secretary of the State
Committee within thirty (30) days after the meeting.

E. One-fourth (1/4) of the total number of members of the committee shall constitute a quorum
at all meetings of the District Committee.

F. The State Chairman shall provide each District Chairman and District Secretary with a
certified listing of District Committee Members within ninety (90) days following the biennial
County Convention. The listing shall be revised following the General Election to reflect
changes in Republican County Elected Officials and Republican Justices of the Peace for
each county. The revised listing shall be provided no later than December 31 of each even
numbered year. Within fifteen (15) days following the biennial election of County
Committee Officers, the listing shall be revised to reflect the newly elected Chairman of
each County Committee and shall be furnished to each District Chairman and District
Secretary no later than February 15 of each odd numbered year.

G. A Credentials Committee consisting of three (3) voting members from 3 different counties
within the district shall be appointed by the District Chairman no later than 21 days in
advance of the District Meeting.

H. An updated District Committee Membership List must be submitted to the District Secretary
by each county no later than 10 days prior to the meeting. Only members on the updated
list will be allowed to vote.

I. Special Meetings may be called by one-fourth (1/4) of the total number of members of the
District Committee. Notice of the time, place, date and purpose thereof shall be

47



Page 30 of 47 

communicated to each member in accordance with the procedure outlined in section Article 
III, 3(C).  

J. No action shall be taken by the District Committee on proposals to fill vacancies, adopt or
amend rules or elect any officers unless the proposal shall have been set forth in the notice
calling the meeting.

Section 4 – Election of Officers 

A. A person shall be a member in good standing of a County Committee within the District to
qualify as a candidate for a District Officer.

B. Between February 15 and March 15 of odd numbered years each Congressional District
Committee shall meet to elect a Chairman, First Vice-Chairman and a Second Vice
Chairman who shall be of the opposite gender, Secretary, Treasurer, the District
Representative to the State Executive Committee, the District Representative to the
Appointee Recommendations Committee, four (4) Representatives (or Regional
Chairmen) to the State Committee, three (3) State Rules Committee Members and three
(3) State Platform and Resolutions Committee Members. The District Representative
elected to serve on the State Executive Committee shall be a County Chairman, a past
County Chairman, or past District Chairman who shall not be a resident of the same county
as the District Chairman. Each District Committee, by a vote of the members at a regular
or special meeting, may choose to be represented on the State Committee by Regional
Chairmen in that District, elected by region, or by four (4) District Representatives to the
State Committee, elected by the District Committee Members. If the District Committee
Members choose to elect four (4) Representatives to the State Committee, not more than
one Representative may reside in the same county except that a Representative may be
elected for each region within a county with more than one (1) region. State Rules
Committee Members and State Platform and Resolutions Committee Members elected
shall be members of a County Committee within the District.

C. The call for the meeting shall be transmitted to each County Chairman and County
Secretary thirty (30) days prior to the meeting date. The County Chairman shall
communicate the call to the District Committee Members within their county twenty (20)
days in advance of the meeting date in accordance with the procedure outlined in Article
III Section 3(C).

D. The District Chairman shall call the meeting to order and direct the District Secretary to call
the roll. Following a report from the credentials committee confirming the credentials of
members the District Chairman shall call for the election of District Officers and
Representatives.

1. If the incumbent District Chairman will be a candidate for re-election the ranking
District Officer, who will not be a candidate for District Chairman, shall conduct the
election for District Chairman.
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2. The newly elected District Chairman shall conduct the election for all other District
Officers and Representatives.

E. If the District Chairman dies, resigns, is removed or otherwise vacates the position, the
First Vice-Chairman shall serve as both Chairman and First Vice-Chairman and assume
the duties of both Chairman and First Vice-Chairman until a new Chairman is elected at a
meeting of the Committee held within seventy-five (75) days of the occurrence of the
vacancy.

F. Notice of the time, place and purpose of the meeting, called by the First Vice Chairman
shall be transmitted to each County Chairman and County Secretary thirty (30) days prior
to the meeting date. The County Chairman shall communicate the call to the District
Committee Members twenty (20) days in advance of the meeting date in accordance with
the procedure outlined in Article III Section 3(C).

G. If the First Vice-Chairman dies, resigns, is removed or otherwise vacates the position, the
Second Vice-Chairman shall serve as First Vice-Chairman and assume the duties of both
the First Vice-Chairman and the Second Vice-Chairman for the remainder of the term.

H. Tenure in office – District Officers shall be limited to four (4) consecutive two (2) year terms.

Section 5 – Minorities Representative 

A District Minorities Representative shall be elected, by majority vote, at a Minority Caucus called 
by the District Chairman, to be held in conjunction with the District organizational meeting. The 
District Minorities Representative shall represent the District on the State Committee. Members of 
the Minority Caucus shall include minority members in good standing of any County Committee 
within the District in attendance at the meeting of the Minority Caucus. 

Section 6 – Vacancies 

District Committee vacancies shall be filled by the body that originally elected the member. 

Section 7 – Removal 

A. Charges for removal may be brought against any person elected by the District Committee
for any one of the following reasons:

1. Failing to qualify as an elector;

2. Willful violation of these rules or working against the interest of the Republican
Party; and

3. Inactivity, neglect, or refusal to perform the duties of the office.

B. Charges against any person elected by the District Committee, except the chairman, shall:
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1. Be made in writing to the District Chairman, who shall within ten (10) days appoint
three (3) qualified Republican electors within the district to investigate the charges,
then

2. Within ten (10) days following the appointment, the Investigation Committee shall
make a written report of its findings to the District Chairman

3. Who shall, in the event of removal, notify, in writing within five (5) days, the person
removed.

C. The Chairman’s decision may be appealed by filing a written notice with the District
Secretary within 30 days. Upon receipt of the written notice of appeal the Secretary shall
place the matter on the agenda for the next meeting of the District Committee for the final
determination.

D. The District Chairman may be removed by the District Committee at a special meeting
called for that purpose by written petition to the District Secretary by at least one-third (1/3)
of the committee membership. The District Chairman shall be removed by a vote of not
less than two-thirds (2/3) of the membership of the District Committee present and voting.
One-third (1/3) of the total number of members of the committee shall constitute a quorum.
The District Chairman shall be given at least ten (10) days written notice of the time and
place of the meeting and shall be entitled to be heard by the District Committee.

Section 8 – Request for Review 

A. Pursuant to Article VII, Section 1 of these Rules, District Committee Members may file a
“Request for Review” with the State Chairman if there is evidence of a failure within a
District Committee to observe these rules and/or local rules of the District Committee. A
“Request of Review” may be filed if signed by not less than one fifth (1/5) of the active
membership of the District Committee, provided that in no instance shall a “Request for
Review” be filed by less than five (5) members.
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ARTICLE IV - STATE COMMITTEE 

Sections 

1. General Procedure
2. Membership
3. Standing Committees
4. Meetings
5. Order of Business
6. Duties of State Officers
7. National Committee Members
8. Vacancies
9. Removal
10. Amendment of Suspension of Rules

Section 1 – General Procedures 

A. The State Chairman shall be entitled to vote only in case of a tie.

B. No member of the State Committee may cast more than one vote on any question before
the State Committee even though the member may hold more than one position entitling
to membership on the State Committee.

Section 2 – Membership 

A. The Republican State Committee shall be composed of the following members:

1. State Executive Officers
a. State Chairman
b. First Vice Chairman
c. Second Vice Chairman
d. National Committeeman
e. National Committeewoman
f. Secretary
g. Deputy Secretary
h. Treasurer
i. Deputy Treasurer

2. Finance Chairman
3. Rules Chairman
4. General Counsel
5. Deputy General Counsel
6. Congressional District Officers

a. U.S. Congressional District Chairs
b. U.S. Congressional District Minority Representatives
c. U.S. Congressional District Regional Committee Chairs or District

Representatives
7. County Officers
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a. County Chairmen
b. State Committeeman from each county
c. State Committeewoman from each county

8. Allied Republican Organizations
a. Chairman of the Arkansas affiliate of the National Black Republican

Association
b. Chairman of the Arkansas affiliate of the Republican National Hispanic

Assembly
c. President of the Arkansas Federation of Republican Women
d. President of each Arkansas Republican Women’s club in good standing

with the AFRW and NRFW
e. Chairman of the Arkansas Federation of Young Republicans
f. Chairman of each member club of the Arkansas Federation of Young

Republicans in good standing with the AFYR
g. Chairman of the College Republicans of Arkansas
h. Chairman of each College Republicans club organized at a college or

university in Arkansas in good standing with the AFCR
i. Chairman of the Teenage Republicans of Arkansas Chairman of each

Teenage Republicans of Arkansas club
9. Elected Officials (non-voting ex-officio)

a. Any Republican elected and serving as a U.S. Senator or U.S.
Representative

b. Any Republican elected and serving as an Arkansas Constitutional Officer
c. Former elected Republican Governor, U.S. Senator or U.S.

Representative
d. All Republicans presently serving as members of the Arkansas General

Assembly

B. State Committeemen and State Committeewomen shall be elected by the County
Conventions and ratified by the State Convention. Each State Committeeman and State
Committeewoman shall serve until the next State Convention or until a successor is
elected.

Section 3 – Standing Committees 

A. Platform & Resolutions – The State Chairman shall appoint a chairman. Each
Congressional District Committee shall elect three (3) members. All members shall be
members of their County Committee.

B. Rules - The State Chairman shall appoint a chairman. Each Congressional District shall
elect three (3) members. All members shall be members of their County Committee.

C. Campaign - The State Chairman shall appoint a chairman and at least four (4) members.

D. Scholarship – The chairman shall appoint one (1) member from each Congressional
District, one of which will be appointed to chair the Scholarship Committee.  Additional
members shall be 1) the President of the Arkansas Federation of Republican Women, 2)
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the Chairman of the Arkansas Federation of Young Republicans, 3) the Chairman of the 
Arkansas Federation of College Republicans and 4) the Chairman of the African American 
Republican Caucus. 

E. The Appointee Recommendations Committee shall serve to recruit and evaluate qualified
persons, giving preferred recommendation to loyal Republicans when submitting names
for appointive positions to the Republican Governor and the Republican President.

1. The Appointee Recommendations Committee shall be composed of seven (7)
members, at least one of whom shall be a minority and at least one of whom shall
be female.  Each Congressional District Committee shall elect one member of the
committee after which the State Chairman shall select three (3) members subject
to the approval of the Executive Committee.

2. Prior to recommending any applicant for appointment to any appointive position,
the name of the applicant shall be submitted to the County Committee in which the
applicant resides. The appropriate County Committee shall either approve and
recommend, or disapprove and request a substitute recommendation. The
Appointee Recommendations Committee may not recommend nor forward the
name of the said applicant if not approved and recommended by the County
Committee.

Section 4 – Meetings 

A. Meetings of the State Committee may be called by any one of the following:

1. The State Chairman.

2. The State Executive Committee.

3. Written request of at least ten percent (10%) of the committee representing at least
ten (10) counties, whereupon such notice shall be issued by the Secretary of the
State Committee within ten (10) days after receipt. The notice shall call the meeting
for a day no less than ten (10) days nor more than twenty (20) days after the date
of mailing the notice.

B. No action shall be taken by the State Committee on proposals to adopt resolutions, fill
vacancies, adopt or amend rules, or elect officers, unless the proposal shall have been set
forth in the written notice calling the meeting. The notice, and supplemental information,
must be mailed, or electronically transmitted, at least ten (10) days before the meeting. All
issues included in the written notice of the meeting must be submitted in writing to the RPA
headquarters at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting notice mailing and therefore at
least twenty (20) days prior to the actual meeting.

C. At any meeting called in accordance with Article IV Section 3(A), one third (1/3) of the total
membership shall constitute a quorum.
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Section 5 – Order of Business 

The Order of Business for State Committee meetings shall be determined by the State Chairman 
with reference required from the latest edition of Roberts’ Rules of Order. Before any adjournment 
of a State Committee meeting, the floor must be open for general inquiries and discussion on 
matters of interest to the Republican Party of Arkansas by any State Committee member. 

Section 6 – Duties of Officers 

A. The State Chairman shall be the chief executive officer of the Republican Party of
Arkansas; shall preside at all meetings of the State Committee and the State Executive
Committee; shall coordinate the political activities of the party; shall assist Republican
candidates for county, district, and state offices in organizing, planning and conducting their
respective campaigns; shall designate party representative on any board, commission, or
other body for which the selection is not otherwise specified by these rules; shall appoint
such committees of the State Committee or Executive Committee as shall be necessary
and shall perform such other duties as may be delegated from time to time between State
Conventions by the State Committee or the State Executive Committee.

B. The First Vice-Chairman shall perform the responsibilities delegated by the State
Committee, the Executive Committee, or the Chairman. The First Vice-Chairman shall be
a working, functioning, and participating officer, who shall be kept abreast of party activities
statewide and shall be capable of assuming the responsibilities of the State Chairman at
any time. The First Vice-Chairman shall preside at meetings of the State Committee and
the State Executive Committee in the absence of the chairman.

C. The Second Vice-Chairman shall be of the opposite gender of the First Vice-Chairman.
The Second Vice-Chairman shall perform the same responsibilities as the First Vice-
Chairman, and shall be capable of assuming the responsibilities of Chairman at any time.
The Second Vice-Chairman shall preside at meetings of the State Committee and
Executive Committee in the absence of the Chairman and the First Vice-Chairman.

D. The Secretary shall be the chief clerical officer of the State Committee and the Executive
Committee. The Secretary shall act as Secretary of each State Convention until a
Secretary of the Convention has been chosen. The Secretary shall maintain an updated
set of rules of the Republican Party of Arkansas and make available a copy to any party
member requesting them.

E. The Treasurer, as a member of the Budget Committee, shall participate in the preparation
of the annual budget. The Treasurer, in concurrence with the State Chairman, shall be
responsible for providing financial reports to the Executive Committee and the State
Committee. The Treasurer shall assist the State Chairman in meeting governmental
reporting requirements.

F. The Chairman, First Vice-Chairman, Second Vice-Chairman, the Secretary, and the
Treasurer, shall be elected by the State Committee at a meeting called by the Chairman
between the general election and the end of the year, and shall hold office until their
successors are elected and qualified. Officers other than the Chairman shall be voting
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members of the State Committee, but shall not have two votes if they represent their 
county. Any person who wished to be a candidate for a State Party Office shall inform the 
Secretary of the State Party, in writing, of their intent to be a candidate no later than 20 
days prior to the date of the State Committee Meeting at which the election will be held. If 
no person issues a notification of intent for a specific office, nominations may be made 
from the floor for that office on the date of election of officers. 

G. The Assistant Secretary, the Assistant Treasurer, the Finance Chairman, and General
Counsel, shall be appointed by the Chairman, subject to the approval of the Executive
Committee.

H. The State Chairman may serve as a volunteer or paid chairman. All candidates for State
Chairman shall designate in writing any expectation of compensation detailing the amount
and type of compensation expected. The statement of expected compensation shall be
submitted to the Secretary of the State Committee twenty (20) days prior to the date of the
State Committee Meeting at which the election of the State Chairman will be held. This
information shall be included with the agenda for the State Committee Meeting at which
the election of the State Chairman will be held. Should a candidate designating paid status
be elected, the Executive Committee shall be empowered to establish the salary and
conditions of employment for the term of office to which he or she was elected, not to
exceed the maximum expected compensation submitted by the candidate.

I. Any officer need not be a member of the State Committee at the time of their election or
appointment.  Only members of the State Committee of the RPA may offer nominations or
seconds to nominations.

J. Tenure in office – The State Chairman, a member of the Republican National Committee,
shall be limited to six (6) two (2) year terms. First Vice-Chairman, Second Vice-Chairman,
Secretary and Treasurer shall be limited to four (4) consecutive two (2) year terms.

K. Serving dual roles as an elected official and RPA executive officer is discouraged such
that:

1. An elected official wishing to concurrently serve as RPA State Chairman or National
Committeeman/woman must have their nomination for that position approved by a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members of the State Committee before being allowed
to enter a contested race for State Chairman or National Committeeman/woman.

2. A candidate in a contested Party Primary election is not eligible to be State
Chairman or National Committeeman/woman. If a person holding any of the 3
positions should become a candidate in a contested Party Primary election, he or
she shall resign from his or her position or withdraw from the candidacy within three
(3) business days of the soonest of any of the following:

a. Having filed a campaign financial statement report with the appropriate
jurisdiction; or

b. Filing for office.
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3. If the Party Primary is not contested when the Chairman or National
Committeeman/woman enters the race per any of the two criteria above, he or she
does not have to resign or withdraw from the candidacy until another candidate
enters the race. Determination on when another candidate officially enters the race
will use the same two criteria from this section.

Section 7 – National Committee Members 

A. The National Committeeman and the National Committeewoman shall be elected by the
State Committee at the State Committee Meeting called to select delegates and alternates
to the National Convention.

B. Tenure in office – The National Committeeman and National Committee-woman shall be
limited to three (3) consecutive four (4) year terms. A person serving a partial term shall
not be prevented from serving three (3) additional four (4) year terms.

Section 8 – Vacancies 

A. Vacancies shall be filled by the same body responsible for the initial election of that
member.

B. Vacancies in the office of National Committeeman and National Committeewoman shall be
filled by the State Committee.

C. If the State Chairman dies, resigns, is removed, or otherwise vacates the position, the First
Vice-Chairman shall serve as Chairman and First Vice-Chairman and assume the duties
of both Chairman and First Vice-Chairman until a new Chairman is elected at a meeting of
the Committee held within sixty (60) days of the occurrence of the vacancy.  Written notice
of the time, place and purpose of the meeting, called by the First Vice-Chairman, shall be
mailed to each member of the Committee at least fourteen (14) days in advance of said
meeting.

D. In the event of the death, resignation, refusal, permanent absence from the state, or
removal of the First Vice-Chair, the Second Vice-Chair shall serve as First Vice-Chairman
and assume the duties of both First and Second Vice-Chair until an election is held at the
next meeting of the State Committee to elect the First Vice-Chairman.

E. The resignation of an Officer of the State Committee, including National Committeeman
and National Committeewoman, shall be submitted, in writing, to the Secretary of the State
Committee by electronic mail, facsimile or U.S. Mail. If no effective date of resignation is
stated in the letter of resignation, the effective date shall be the date received by the
Secretary of the State Committee.

Section 9 – Removal 

A. Any person elected by the State Committee may be removed for:
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1. Failing to qualify as an elector;

2. Willful violation of the party rules or working against the interests of the Republican
Party; or

3. Inactivity, neglect, or refusal to perform the duties of the office.

B. Charges against any member or officer, except the Chairman, shall be made in writing to
the State Chairman, who shall within ten (10) days, appoint three (3) qualified Republican
electors within the state to investigate the charges. Within ten (10) days following
appointment, the Investigation Committee shall complete their investigation and provide
the person charged and the Executive Committee a copy of all charges and findings.  The
Executive Committee will set a reasonable time and place for the person charged to be
heard and will make a determination on the charges for removal at a meeting no less than
ten (10) days nor more than twenty (20) after receipt of the Investigation Committee
findings.

C. The Chairman may be removed by the State Committee at a meeting called for that
purpose, by at least one-third (1/3) of the committee membership, by a vote of not less
than two-thirds (2/3) of the membership present and voting. The State Chairman shall be
given written notice by certified mail from the Republican Party of Arkansas at least ten
(10) days prior to any vote by the Republican Party of Arkansas State Committee. The
notice shall include the charges and the time and place of the meeting at which the vote is
to occur. The State Chairman shall be entitled to be heard at that meeting.

Section 10 – Amendment or Suspension of Rules 

A. These rules may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members of the State
Committee present and voting, provided that ten (10) days written notice shall be given on
any proposed amendment.

B. Any rule may be suspended during any meeting of the State Committee by a nine-tenths
(9/10) vote of members present and voting.
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ARTICLE V - STATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Sections 

1. General Procedure
2. Membership
3. Meetings
4. Order of Business
5. Duties of Executive Committee
6. Vacancies
7. Removal

Section 1 – General Procedure 

A. The Chairman shall be entitled to vote only in case of a tie.

B. No member of the State Executive Committee may cast more than one vote on any
question before the State Executive Committee even though he or she may hold more than
one position entitling him or her to membership on the State Executive Committee.

C. No member of the State Executive Committee may hold more than one position entitling
membership on the State Executive Committee except on a temporary basis per the
procedure for the election of the State Chairman (Article IV, Section 8(C)) or First Vice-
Chairman (Article IV, Section 6(B)).

Section 2 – Membership 

The Executive Committee shall be composed of: 

1. State Chairman

2. First Vice-Chairman

3. Second Vice-Chairman

4. Secretary

5. Deputy Secretary – will serve on the committee as a voting member in the absence of the
Secretary.

6. Treasurer

7. Deputy Treasurer – will serve on the committee as a voting member in the absence of the
Treasurer.

8. National Committeeman
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9. National Committeewoman

10. General Counsel

11. Finance Chairman

12. Rules Chairman

13. The Republican Leader of the Arkansas Senate. (ex-officio).

14. The Republican Leader of the House of Representatives. (ex-officio).

15. The President of the Arkansas Federation of Republican Women.

16. The Chairman of the College Republicans of Arkansas.

17. The Chairman of the Arkansas affiliate of the National Black Republican Association

18. The Chairman and District Representative of each Congressional District Committee.

19. Republican members of the U.S. Senate or U.S. House of Representatives (ex-officio).

20. Any Republican elected and serving as a State Constitutional Officer (ex-officio).

21. The president of the Arkansas Republican County Chairman’s Association.

22. The Deputy General Counsel will serve on the Committee as a voting member in the
absence of the General Counsel.

23. The Chairman of the Arkansas affiliate of the Republican National Hispanic Assembly.

24. The Chairman of the Arkansas Federation of Young Republicans.

Section 3 – Meetings 

A. The State Executive Committee shall meet bimonthly and at such times as the Chairman
or a majority of the regular (not ex-officio) members may determine necessary.

1. A notice of ten (10) days shall be given for regular meetings. Regular meeting
notices, and supplemental information, may be mailed or electronically submitted.
For special meetings, a notice of three (3) days shall be given with confirmation that
notice was received by three-fourths (3/4) of the regular members, either by
telephone, fax or email.

2. An agenda shall be furnished with the notice for regular and special meetings.

B. The Executive Committee shall, between meetings of the State Committee:
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1. Exercise all the powers of the State Committee except election of State Committee
Members, election or removal of State Party Officers, adoption of the annual budget
or other action specifically required by law or these rules to be exercised by a vote
of the entire State Committee.

2. The Executive Committee shall carry out the policies and implement the budget as
established by the State Committee.

C. Quorum - One half (1/2) of the total regular membership, shall constitute a quorum. Ex-
officio members shall not be counted for purposes of determining a quorum at any meeting
of the Executive Committee.

Section 4 – Order of Business 

A. The order of business in all committee meetings shall generally proceed as follows:

1. Roll call of members

2. Reading, correcting, and approval of minutes.

3. Report of committees.

4. Financial matters.

5. Inquiries on all matters of interest to the Republican Party.

6. Unfinished business.

7. New business.

8. General discussion.

9. Adjournment

B. No action shall be taken by the State Executive Committee on proposals to fill Vacancies,
assess filing fees or approve appointment of officers unless the proposal shall have been
set forth in the written notice calling the meeting.

Section 5 – Duties of the Executive Committee 

A. The State Executive Committees shall be the planning and operations committee of the
Republican Party of Arkansas, shall observe and enforce these rules and regulations of
the State Committee; shall designate the time and place of the Republican State
Convention following the biennial general primary; shall organize, plan, and coordinate a
continuous public relations program for the party; shall evaluate and recruit qualified
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Republican candidates; and shall perform such other duties as the State Committee may 
delegate. 

B. The Executive Committee shall be responsible for hiring and firing of all State Party
employees, developing and maintaining job descriptions and setting compensation for all
State Party employees.

C. Minutes of Executive Committee meetings will be made available  to all County Chairmen
and County Secretaries after approval of the minutes.

Section 6 – Vacancies 

Vacancies shall be filled by the same body responsible for the initial election of that member. 

Section 7 – Removal 

Grounds and procedure for removal in all cases shall be in accordance with Article IV, Section 9. 
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ARTICLE VI - FILING FEES

Sections 

1. Federal, State and District offices
2. County offices

Section 1 – Federal, State and District offices 

A. The State Executive Committee shall set the filing fees for Republican candidates for
Federal, State and District offices.

B. Any such action shall be taken no later than sixty (60) days prior to the preferential primary
election filing period, and the Secretary of the State Committee shall notify the Chairman
and the Secretary of each County Committee of the action of the State Executive
Committee.

C. If the State Executive Committee fails to set filing fees for federal, state, and district offices
within the time period specified, the filing fees established for the previous preferential
primary election shall apply.

Section 2 – County offices 

A. The State Executive Committee may, at its discretion, set maximum filing fees which can
be required by County Committees for all other public and party offices.

1. The State Executive Committee may take into consideration local conditions and
circumstances and is not required to set the same maximum fee for any particular
office in one county as it may for the same office in another county.

2. Any such action shall be taken no later than forty-five (45) days prior to the
preferential primary election filing period, and the Secretary of the State Committee
shall notify the Chairman and the Secretary of each County Committee of the action
of the State Executive Committee.

3. In the event the State Executive Committee fails to set maximum filing fees required
by County Committees for all other public and party offices within the time period
specified, the maximum filing fees established for the previous preferential primary
election shall apply.

B. The County Committee for each County shall set the filing fees to be required of Republican
candidates for county, township and municipal offices and for County Committeeman
subject to any maximum amounts the State Executive Committee may have set.

1. These fees are to be set no earlier than ninety (90) days prior to the preferential
primary election filing period and not later than sixty (60) days prior to the
preferential primary election filing period.
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2. The County Secretary shall promptly advise the Chairman and Secretary of the
State Republican Party of each action.

3. In the event the County Committee fails to set filing fees within the timeframe
specified, the County filing fees established or in effect for the previous election
shall apply.
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ARTICLE VII – Rules Review 

Section 1 – Request for Review 

A. Members of a County or District Committee may file a “Request for Review” with the State
Chairman if there is evidence of a failure, within the County or District Committee, to
observe these rules and/or local rules of the County or District Committee. A “Request for
Review” may be filed if signed by not less than one-fifth (1/5) of the active membership of
the County or District Committee, provided that in no instance shall a “Request for Review”
be filed by less than five (5) members.

B. The “Request for Review” shall be filed, in writing, with the State Party Chairman by U.S.
Mail or email. The State Party Chairman shall appoint a Review Committee within 15 days
of receipt of the “Request for Review” to include the following:

1. The District Chairman for the district in which the County from which the request
was received is located. The District Chairman shall serve as Chairman of the
Review Committee. If the request comes from a District Committee, the State
Chairman shall appoint another District Chairman to serve in this capacity.

2. The District Representative to the State Executive Committee representing the
district in which the County from which the request was received is located. If the
request comes from a District Committee, the State Chairman shall appoint another
District Representative to serve in this capacity.

3. At least one other member of the State Executive Committee.

4. Chairman of the State Party Rules Committee

5. One County Chairman from a County outside the District from which the request
was received appointed by the State Chairman.

6. A Republican Party of Arkansas staff member as appointed by the State Chairman
shall serve as the non-voting secretary of the Review Committee.

C. The Review Committee shall investigate the matter referred, review appropriate
documents, receive and review written representations from the parties involved in the
dispute. The Review Committee shall hold hearings with members of the County or District
Committee, if it deems necessary, within thirty (30) days of the appointment of the Review
Committee. Any hearing should be held at the regular meeting place of the County
Committee or at a convenient meeting place within the county at a time that would permit
interested parties to attend. For a request from a District Committee the hearing should be
held at the State Party headquarters.

D. The Review Committee shall make a written report to members of the State Executive
Committee, with findings and recommendations, within twenty (20) days after the date of
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the hearing with members of the County or District Committee or within forty-five (45) days 
after the date of the appointment of the Review Committee if no hearing is held. 

E. At the next meeting of the State Executive Committee, following receipt of the Review
Committee Report, and with no less than ten (10) days notice being provided to the
interested parties, the Chairman of the Review Committee shall make a verbal report to
the State Executive Committee. A representative from each side of the issue(s) considered
by the Review Committee will be permitted to make a five (5) minute presentation to the
State Executive Committee. Representatives may provide a written summary prior to the
convening of the State Executive Committee Meeting.

F. The State Executive Committee shall consider all reports and presentations and take
appropriate action upon a majority vote. The decision of the State Executive Committee
may include, but is not limited to, the removal of a County or District Chairman, the removal
of a County Committee Member, the loss of County Committee votes on the District or
State Committee or at the State Convention, or the declared vacancy of a County
Committee.

Section 2 –State Prerogative 

A. If the State Chairman becomes aware that any portion of these Rules are not being
followed by a County Committee, District Committee, or any member, and appropriate
steps are not taken to correct the issue, the State Chairman will perform the following:

a. The State Chairman will first contact by phone the applicable member. If a
committee is the applicable party the State Chairman will contact that committee’s
chairman. The State Chairman will identify the issue, make clear the Rules of the
Republican Party of Arkansas, and request that the rules be followed.

b. If within 30 days the issue has not been resolved to the satisfaction of the State
Chairman the State Chairman will issue a written warning to the person, or the
chairman for a committee, being accused. The letter will identify rules that have
been broken, the steps to resolve the issue, and the process as outlined in Article
VII Section 1.

c. If within 30 days of the written warning the issue has not been resolved to the
satisfaction of the State Chairman, the State Chairman or the State Executive
Committee will move forward with a Rules Review as laid out in Article VII, Section
1.
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RESOLUTION ON PARTY  

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY 

WHEREAS, The Republican Party of Arkansas seeks to uphold the principles of transparency, 

fairness, and unbiased representation within its party standing, special, and convention 

committees; 

WHEREAS, Recognizing the potential for conflicts of interest and undue influence, it is 

imperative to establish guidelines for eligibility to serve on party standing, special, and convention 

committees; 

WHEREAS, Individuals employed by a state constitutional officer, members of the Arkansas 

General Assembly, or engaged as political lobbyists or consultants with clients in Arkansas may 

face conflicts that compromise the impartiality of party standing, special, and convention 

committees; 

T H E R E F O R E,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D 

by the Republican Party of Arkansas that all membership or appointment to all standing, special, 

and convention committees shall be subject to the following criteria: 

Section 1: Eligibility 

(a) To serve on any party standing, special, or convention committee, an individual

must not be employed by a state constitutional officer.

(b) To serve on any party standing, special, or convention committee, an individual

must not be a member of the Arkansas General Assembly.

(c) To serve on any party standing, special, or convention committee, an individual

must not work as a political lobbyist or a political consultant with clients in

Arkansas.

Section 2: Definitions 

(a) "State Constitutional Officer" refers to any elected official holding a constitutional

office at the State level.

(b) "Member of the Arkansas General Assembly" refers to individuals serving as

Senators or Representatives in the legislative body of the state of Arkansas.

(c) "Political Lobbyist" refers to an individual engaged in activities to influence

government decisions, policies, or actions on behalf of clients.

(d) "Political Consultant" refers to an individual providing clients professional advice

or services in political matters.
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Section 3: Implementation 

(a) The Republican Party of Arkansas shall actively enforce these eligibility criteria

during standing, special, and convention committee committee member selection.

(b) Existing committee members falling under the prohibited categories shall be given

a reasonable transition period to comply with this resolution.

Section 4: Review and Amendments 

(a) The Republican Party of Arkansas commits to review regularly and, if necessary,

amend these eligibility criteria to address any unforeseen challenges or changing

circumstances.

Section 5: Effective Date 

This resolution shall be binding and shall take effect immediately upon approval by the Republican 

Party of Arkansas 2024 State Convention and shall apply to all future committee appointments. 
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